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The Golden \ame 


BEHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE. AND BEAR 
A SON, AND SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL, 


—ISAIAH 7:14 


Let us today go down to Bethlehem and in com- 
pany with wondering shepherds and adoring Magi, 
let us see Him who was born King of the Jews, for 
we by faith can claim an interest in Him, and can 
say, “Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given.” Jesus is Jehovah incarnate, our Lord and 
our God, and yet our Brother and Friend; let us 


(Continued on page 30) 
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Box SOME of us prayer is a spiritual 
habit of certain times of the day or 
week. Sometimes it is a meaningless 
performance. For others, it is asking 
God for ourselves and our needs with 
varying degrees of confidence in Him. 

In praying this way we ask on our 
own initiative and our own energy as 
a need or situation prompts us. 

But prayer should be very much 
more than that. There is a supernat- 
ural, divine element—prayer in and of 
the Spirit—without which much of the 
inspiration and soul uplift of real 
waiting upon God is lost, as well as 
much effectiveness in prayer. 

If prayer is viewed only from the 
human side of personal need, it re- 
solves and limits itself to the expres- 
sion of want, a cry of distress, the 
sigh of helplessness, the lament of 
poverty, and the moan of suffering. 
And, God be thanked, prayer is all 
this. 

There is no frailty or failure that 
cannot be breathed out to God in 
prayer, for at the throne of grace we 
can tell out all our hearts and make 
all our wants and wishes known; so 


Praving 


it is correct to say that prayer is hu. 
man need relying on divine  suffci- 
ency, human weakness leaning on di- 
vine strength, blind blundering ignor 
ance feeling after God for knowledge, 
and is a desolate soul 
at a distance from God sighing, “Oh. 
that | knew where | might find Him.” 

This phase of prayer is defined by 
the word supplication — petitioning 
God for the supply of personal need, 
asking God for what we lack. 

But there is a higher plane than this. 
It is the plane of intercession, when 
personal wants are forgotten in the 
interest and desire to see the need 
of others supplied. This service of in- 
tercession is radiant with love, for 
only love will lead us to intercede for 
others. That being so, we cannot prate 
against those for whom we habitually 
pray. We may graciously correct such 
if they are mistaken, gently rebuke 
them if they have done wrong, for 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” 
but if our hearts are warm to inter: 
cede for such, we can never malicious: 
ly speak against them. 

This loving, intercessory service for , 


sometimes it 
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tod’s Way... 


one another is the great need of Chris- 
tians today. If prayer for all saints 
were habitually made by all saints, 
many breeches in our ranks would be 
filled, many rankling sores would be 
healed, many who are at variance 
would be reconciled, and love for each 
other would be sweetened and deep- 
ened. 

But there is still a higher altitude 
of prayer to be reached. That is de- 
lighting in God and longing to be 
close to Him. Then the dominant de- 
sire is just to be consciously near 
Him, the reconciled soul then joys in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the renewed spirit soars into its 
native element to commune with the 
great Father of spirits. When these 
heights are reached personal needs 
and the needs of others are tempor- 
arily forgotten in the calming sense of 
being at home with God. We sit be- 
fore our Heavenly Father enjoying 
ihe pleasures at His right hand, being 
abundantly satisfied with the fatness 
of His house. Our rested hearts can 
sing “Thou Art Enough the Mind and 
Heart to Fill.” 
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In this experience we are not unlike 
a small boy who, tired of playing with 
the toys his father had given him. 
gently knocked at the door of his 
father’s room asking. “Father, can | 
in?” “What do you want to 
come in for?” the father said. “I just 
want to be with you.” Do you wonder 
that that father, clasping his little boy 
to his heart, in prayer moved out to- 
ward God? “Oh, that | had the same 
childlike desire to be with my Father. 
I am so obsessed with my toys, so 
cumbered with my service that I sel- 
dom sit at my Father’s feet.” 


There is still another phase of 
prayer — co-operating with God in 
carrying forward His redemptive pur- 
pose. Comparatively few use prayer 
as a spiritual dynamic or active force 


hy which to help forward the work of 
God. 


This is a form of intercession. 


come 


But 


it is not so much intercession for 
others as attempting to enter into the 
desire and purpose of God to under- 
stand His will in the preaching of the 


gospel and the completing of the 


church: it is sharing with God in this 
unfinished task of being a fellow- 
worker together with Him in His spir- 
itual ministry on earth by means of 


prayer. 

To what extent in prayer do we rise 
beyond the plane of supplication or 
petition for personal need and enter 
into fellowship with God, to intercede 
for others, unite with God in His de- 
sires that He may see of the travail of 
His soul and be satisfied? God has 
given us Himself—in the person of 
the Holy Spirit who indwells us—to 
teach and to help us to pray in this 
way. And when the Holy Spirit prays 
in our hearts and hearts pray in the 
Holy Spirit, God the Father who 
searches the heart knows what the 
mind of the Spirit is and answers ac- 
cording to His grace and purpose. But 
if the spirit of love is grieved within 
us by unjudged sin, the Holy Spirit— 
though He does not leave us for we 
are sealed by Him unto the day of re- 
demption — is silent within us — and 
we become silent to God until, by con- 
fession, heart communion is restored. 


Nevertheless, even when He cannot 








pray with us He always intercedes in 
us with groanings unutterable. 

So, at best, the Holy Spirit prays in 
our spirits and our spirits pray in 
Him. The inspiration or inbreathing 
of the Holy Spirit becomes the aspira- 
tion of our spirits—the spirit of love 
supplicating for personal need, the 
longing soul interceding to God for 
others. and the loving soul co-operat- 
ing with God in a laboring soul. 


How vital and valuable this should 
be to us! And that all this is possibil- 
ity for us is set forth in Romans 8:26- 
27: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities; for we know not what 
we should pray for as we ought: but 
the Spirit itself maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because he maketh inter- 
cession for the saints according to the 
will of God,” and in Jude. verse 20, 
“But ye. beloved. building up your- 
selves on your most holy faith praying 
in the Holy Spirit.” 


There are certain elements in prayer 
in and of the Spirit which should be 


recognized. 


1. Ir Is Spirituat 1n NATURE 

Prayer in and of the Spirit is spirit- 
ual in its nature; it is never carnal. 
Carnal desires are born of the flesh 
whereas spiritual longings are begot- 
ten by the Spirit. While sometimes an 
all-wise God answers the selfish de- 
sires of the carnal nature these low- 
bred. yearnings are never in keeping 
or in harmony with His highest pur- 
pose for us. Sometimes He gives us 
the desires of our hearts to teach us 
that it is possible to famish while we 
feed, that these desires gratify self but 
send leanness to the soul. God heard 
Israel’s carnal clamorings for flesh. 
He gave them quail in abundance but, 
with the gift of quail, leanness en- 
tered into their souls. 

A small child might struggle against 
a command not to touch the flame of 
a lighted candle. At last the mother 
may give in and allow him to put his 


o 





to teach him 


finger close to the flame 
the folly of his desire. So carnal and 
mere earthborn desires are not of the 
Spirit, and we are in a low spiritual 
state when such carnal desires domin- 
ate us. The desires of God in us are 
always highborn and spiritual, and 
when the heavenly Heart-Searcher 
finds them within-—He delights to an- 
swer “Delight thyself also in the Lord: 
and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart.” When we delight in the 
Lord, our desires are well-pleasing to 
Him because they are His desires for 
us. 

The Holy Spirit says through the 
Apostle James, “Ye ask, and receive 
not, because ye ask amiss [or evilly], 
that you may consume it [or spend it] 
upon your lusts [or selfish desires].” 
It is an evil request or asking amiss if 
the motive behind it and the objective 
before it are self-centered and that is 
why our Heavenly Father in His wis- 
dom and love seldom answers such re- 
quests. If heavenly pilgrims pray for 
earthly prosperity in order to gratify 
self while journeying homeward to 
heaven and not with a view to laying 
up treasures in the true homeland, 
they are asking for something which 
will war against their souls; such de- 
sires are carnal. 

If a Christian worker longs for a 
wider sphere of influence and service 
when the glory of God is not before 
him or a deeper love for souls is not 
possessed in prompting him, he needs 
to purify his desire by confessing his 
self-love and self-interest. In fact, if 
we ask God for anything, only desir- 
ing to get pleasure out of it ourselves 
and not that God may be glorified in 
it, we are asking on a low level. 

As students facing the problem of 
vocation we should search our hearts 
to see if there is a covetous Achan 
with his wedge of gold and Babylonish 
garment within and stone him to death 
when he is discovered. Otherwise, we 
shall be defeated in our prayer-life as 
we seek to know God’s will for our 
lives, for prayer is God answering His 
own desires: that is, desires begotten 


in the soul by God the Holy Spirit 


which are presented in the name of 
God the Son and answered by God the 
Father. 


“With the glory of the Father is the goal 
of every prayer. ; 

When before the throne of heaven our 
High Priest presents it there. 

When the Spirit prompts the asking and 
the asking one believes. 
know that such 
asking one receives.” 


Then we petitions the 

If the chill of worldly associations 
or ambitions cool the pulse of fervent 
desire, then our prayer force will be 
a negligible quantity. It will be an 
empty form rather than a force. 
2. Ir Is Divine IN PuRPOSE 

Prayer of and in the Spirit is also 
divine in its purpose, not merely hu- 
man. According to the pattern prayer 
taught by our Lord, the purpose of 
God is that His name should be hal- 
lowed, His will done on earth as it is 
in heaven, His kingdom established; 
so prayer that is true co-operation with 
God will run along this line. Prayer 
then becomes a mighty factor in the 
work of God with a limitless achiev- 
ing capacity, for by it we link onto 
God and He links onto us. The Chris 
tian on his knees is a partner with 
God on His throne in the development 
of His redemptive purpose. 


The first command the Lord gave to 


- 


His disciples after declaring the har. | 


vest to be great and the laborers few 
was “Pray ye therefore”: so we begin 
to work with God by prayer before He 
begins to work with us by preaching 
or talking to our frieneds about Christ 
and it is worthy of note that some 
Bible prayers meet and co-operate 
with God in a wonderful way. For 
example, through the weakness of Eli 
and the wickedness of his 
change in the priesthood became nec- 
essary; Hophni and Phineas had pol- 
luted and profaned the priestly office; 
so—to lift Jewish ritual out of this 
immoral mud—a new priesthood was 
urgently needed. Then it was that 
Hannah’s prayer and God’s purpose 
synchronized. The prayer of a God- 
fearing woman and the purpose of a 
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rayer-answering God met, and Sam- 
uel was born. 

On another occasion it was God’s 
time for the gentiles to receive the 
gospel. Two men were praying at the 
ninth hour of the day. Peter, the pre- 
pared preacher, prays at Joppa; and 
Cornelius, the prepared recipient of 
the gospel, prays in Caesarea at the 
same hour. The two men are divinely 
brought together — Peter to tell the 
good news, Cornelius to receive it; 
then the gospel standard is planted 
beyond the walls of Judaism. 


3. It Is ALways YIELDED To Gop 


Prayer of and in the Spirit is also 
always resigned in attitude, yielded to 
God, and never obstinately willful. 
Prayer is not an attempt to overcome 
God’s will but an endeavor to embrace 
His willingness. It is being willing to 
take what He wills. Prayer is not 
bringing our wishes to God to coax 
Him to make them His own; it is not 
an attempt to convert God to our way 
of thinking, but it is resigned, yielded 
asking according to His will. The ir- 
reverent notion that supplication is 
dictating terms to God and unless He 
accepts the terms our prayers are un- 
answered is a fundamental fallacy 
based upon a vulgar misconception of 
Bible teaching; sometimes what the 
Lord’s intercessors refer to as impor- 
tunate prayer is nothing more than a 
stupid, stubborn determination not to 
be satisfied with what satisfies God but 
persistently pestering Him with peti- 
tions that are contrary to His purpose. 

True importunate prayer is yield- 
edly pleading, “Thy will be done.” It 
is the asking of a will that is free 
within a will that is sovereign. It is 
submission and supplication twined to- 
gether to a heavenly Father. The Lord 
Jesus was a submissive supplicant in 
the Garden of Gethsemane where three 
times He prayed for the removal of 
the cup but always resignedly “Never- 
theless, not my will but thine be 
done.” That must ever be the becom- 
ing attitude of the one who draws near 


to God. 


In the prayer of Fenelon we have a 
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high example of trustful resignation 
in prayer, “Oh Lord, I know not what 
I should ask of Thee; Thou only 
knowest what I need and Thou lovest 
me more than [ can love myself. Oh 
Lord, give to me Thy child, what is 
proper, whatsoever it be. I dare not 
ask either for crosses or comforts; | 
only present myself before Thee and 
open my heart to Thee. Behold my 
needs of which | am ignorant and do 
according to Thy mercy, smite or heal, 
depress or raise me up. [| am silent. 
I offer myself in sacrifice; | abandon 
myself to Thee; I have no more any 
desire but to accomplish Thy will. 
Amen.” 


4. Ir Is Reat in CHARACTER 

Prayer of and in the Spirit is always 
real in its character, never formal. It 
is good to form the habit of prayer, 
but if that habit becomes an empty 
form it will be deadening in its effects 
on the Christian life. This fact is so 
obvious that it fails to arrest attention 
or startle the conscience as it should, 
but if our private, family, or public 
prayers are the observance of a mere 
form, they will be more harmful than 
helpful. If in our subconscious mind 
we feel that we must pray or some- 
thing will happen to us, we are fast 
becoming formalists. But when the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit stirs our thoughts 
and stimulates our desires, our pray- 
ers are heart-deep, our inner being is 
moved with the yearning sense of need 
and our prayers thrill with the con- 
sciousness of our dependence upon 
God. We cling to Him with the in- 
stinct of a little child holding fast to 
a parent’s hand or with a clasping de- 
pendence of a truly devoted wife rely- 
ing upon her trusted husband. Prayer 
is then rescued from the cold grasp of 
dead formality and becomes a vital 
breath, a moving force, a living utter- 
ance—vibrant with joy and alert with 
expectancy. Prayer is not the form of 
sound words or correct phrases, but 
the attitude of the man behind the 
utterances. We need to realize that the 
man himself is the prayer and if we 
use words apart from their expressing 


our heart-felt thought with our total 
personality, such prayer is empty and 
meaningless. 


5. It Is RevereNT 1N TONE 

Prayer of and in the Spirit is always 
reverent in its tone, never flippant in 
speech. In our approach to God we 
have been delivered from slavish fear 
by the reconception of the spirit of 
sonship that cries, “Abba, Father.” 
We are of the household of God, so 
we do not approach from the side en- 
trance like tradespeople nor tap at the 
door like a visitor; rather, we walk in 
through the main entrance and sit 
down in the best room as sons. God is 
our Father and we come to Him as His 
children. 

But in doing so we should not be un- 
mindful of His heavenly and eternal 
majesty and that holiness becomes His 
house forever. If we are steadied by 
these hallowing thoughts we shall be 
saved from the vulgar irreverence that 
would trample His courts in clodhop- 
pers. Loud, irreverent tramping and 
noisy clatter do not become the pre- 
cincts of His holy temple. “Put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet. for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.” “The Lord is in his holy 
temple: let all the earth keep silence 
before Him.” True, He is our Father 
and we are His children, but He is 
also our God, so no light conception 
of our relationship as children or 
privilege as sons gives license for the 
frothy flippancy and light hilarity that 
mark the devotional exercise of some. 

Abraham was the friend of God, but 
yet when he talked with God he fell 
on his face. The burning seraphim 
worshiped before Him, yet they veiled 
their faces and feet while thus en- 
gaged. In the same way, a spiritual 
decorum should mark us in all our 
prayer life and especially in our pub- 
lic gatherings for prayer, praise, wor- 
ship, and service in the gospel. 

6. It Is CONFIDENT IN EXPECTANCY 

Prayer of and in the Spirit is always 
confident in its expectancy, never 
doubtful. “He asks in faith doubting 


(Continued on page 7, column 2) 








Observing the Christian's 





Christmas 


The world has largely taken Christmas away 
from the Christian. Can he therefore share 


in this annual celebration? 


BY ALICE W. LUCAS 


ete iticiieeaads part of fam- 
ily tradition—an observance we have 
been accustomed to from_ infancy. 
Many of our fondest memories are of 
Christmas Day at home with dad, 
mother, sisters and brothers. 

When we become Christians, we con- 
tinue to accept Christmas Day as part 
and parcel of our lives, just as unques- 


tioningly as we continue to eat three 
meals a day. We mean to make it as 
bright a spot in the lives of our chil- 





dren as it had been made for us—and 
for our parents before us. 

What is Christmas? Just when it 
was first celebrated we don’t know. 
Chrysostom in the fourth century re- 
fers to its celebration as of ancient 
beginning. It is not unreasonable to 
suppose that the first-century Chris- 
lians set aside a day to commemorate 
the birth of Christ. Sometime later the 
words Christ and mass were combined 


to give the name Christmas. 
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But throughout Christendom today 
Christmas has become a “day of feast- 
ing, present-giving and family reun- 
ion” (Winston’s Encyclopedia). It has 
become primarily a day for giving 
children gifts and paying off old obli- 
gations. Santa Claus with reindeer 
and his magic chimney-escapades 
shares glories with the gleaming trees. 
laden with packages of every color 
and shape. 

Now, Santa Claus is fun. We like 
his jolly character and the good will 
he represents. And certainly children 
should have a day set aside to give 
and receive presents, and can look for 
the fantastic Santa with all the fanfare 
of the present-day Christmas. 

But think of the confusion in ihe 
minds of the children who one minute 
listen to mother telling them the spir- 
itual message of Christmas and ihe 
next minute hear, see, and feel the ex- 
citing materialistic preparations for 
Christmas. Even among college stu- 
dents the Biblical facts and the tradi- 
tional fancies of Christmas are sadly 
jumbled. 

We say it is the anniversary of 
Jesus’ birth, but all the presents are 
to members of the family and friends, 
not to Christ! Are we really honoring 
Christ ? 

True, the world will go on commer- 
cializing Christmas as long as there 
are buyers. And it will throw flood- 
lights on the manger scene, making 
much of the almost perfumed beauty 
of the immaculate stable, the fine 
clothing of Mary and Joseph, and the 
gleaming halos above the heads. 

And we are not surprised, for the 
“natural” man lacks the spiritual dis- 
cernment to recognize in the Babe of 
Bethlehem one who was to die as the 
“Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29) 
from the foundation of the 
(Revelation 13:8). 


“slain 
world” 
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To the worldly minded, He _ lived 
thirty-three years—-a_ circumscribed 
but morally and religiously excellent 
life. He is the world’s greatest teacher 
of ethics and religion. He lives (in 
history and literature) by virtue of 
His excellency of character, His ex- 
ample of good works, and His unpar- 
alleled teaching. Let us not, therefore. 
blame them for making much of the 
Day and nothing of Christ. For them 
He is only a man; His birth means 
little more than that of another man. 
But when we Christians honor the in- 
carnation of the Son of God, let us 
do so with the simplicity and sincer- 
ity the day commands. 

Let us who have been born of the 
Spirit of God unto newness of life in 
Christ Jesus, remember always that 
Christmas is a two-way searchlight. It 
sheds light backward along the paths 
of the prophets and forward along the 
paths of the apostles. It sends light 
back through the ages before time be- 
gan, and sends light forward through 
the ages when time shall be no more. 
Its beams bring into focus the glory 
Christ shared with His Father before 
He took upon Himself the humiliating 
robe of human flesh. Just as surely. 
its beams focus light upon the glory 
that shall be Christ’s when the last 
enemy, Death, has been destroyed and 
Christ is “Lord of lords and King of 


kings!” END 





PRAYING GOD'S WAY 
(Continued from page 5) 

nothing, for he that doubteth is like 
the wave of the sea, driven with the 
wind and tossed.” A wave is a rest- 
less thing, always rising and falling 
and advancing and receding, never sta- 
tionary and so faith that is not stayed 
on God is a loose, watery thing that 
stays nowhere. It is up and down, to 
and fro, trusting one moment, irem- 





bling the next, depending upon God. 
then leaning upon man. 


But prayer that is of and in the 
Holy Spirit is anchored in God. And 
that is the prayer that prevails. The 
prayer of faith is that that turns the 
promises of God and the promptings 
of the indwelling Spirit into petitions. 
and when scriptural promises and 
promptings show us that God will 
answer when we pray the prayer of 
faith. we become steadfast in our ex- 
pectancy by holding fast to the faith- 
fulness of God. As one saint once 
said, “I lie flat on the promise and 
look straight up.” 


The promises and promptings of the 
Holy Spirit are divine hands filled 
with blessings and stretching down to 
us. Prayers of faith are human hands 
reaching up to take the blessings of- 
fered; so if we truly receive God's 
promises we shall trustingly expect 
God to make them good. If our 
prayers walk along the way of God’s 
purposes they will always meet an an- 
swering God for He likewise walks 
along that way. Trust is prayer pas- 
sive, resting in God; prayer is trust 
active, requesting from God; so we do 
not depend on our prayers when we 
pray but by prayer we depend on God. 


7. Iv Is EFFECTUAL IN CHRIST 
Prayer of and in the Spirit is always 
effectual in Christ, never unavailing. 
“Verily. verily, | say unto you, What- 
soever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, He will give it you” (John 
16:23). The name stands for the per- 
son who is expressed by it. Six times 
in the Old Testament we read of peo- 
ple being expressed or defined by their 
names and our Lord is fully expressed 
by the name He bears. So to pray in 
His name is to pray in union with 
Christ Himself. It is not using His 
name merely as a magic formula at 


(Continued on page 13, column 3) 








Is faith, after all, synonomous with super- 


stition? Is it true that 


Faith is for the 
LGNOKANT 


BY LAUREN A. KING 


Meine OPENING lecture in the Renais- 
sance Literature course | shall not 
soon forget; for a young Christian 
not too strongly grounded in his faith 
it was a freezing wind over a tender 
plant. 

The professor —one of the most 
gifted in the department, handsome. 
poised, well-dressed—was explaining 
the change from the primarily relig- 
ious Middle Ages to the “scientific” 
Renaissance. He had told of the de- 
gradation and ignorance, the supersti- 
tion and gullibility, the supposed mir- 
acles, the exaltation of credulity and 
faith in the medieval times; and then 
of the inquiring spirit of the Renais- 
sance, its scientific insistence upon 
evidence, experimentation, verification. 
upon knowing before believing, in 
fact, upon knowing rather than believ- 
ing. And in a little concluding para- 
graph he said, with something of a 
sneer: “Thus began the advance of 
real knowledge, which took up where 
the Greeks had left off and has gone 
on to the present. Man at last was 
breaking the shackles of superstition 


and credulity, of so-called faith. Un- 
like the gullible medieval, modern 
man must know. Faith today is only 
for the ignorant.” 

Faith only for the ignorant! Then 
what of my Christian faith? Was it, 
after all, only a tissue of superstition 
and credulity held to because I hadn't 
the courage to demand knowledge? 
Well. I hadn't a satisfactory answer 
then, and other similar ideas met on 
other occasions finally brought me to 
the point where in desperation I knelt 
one morning to pray, “O God, if there 
is a God...” 

Well, and what about you? Have 
you an answer that satisfies you and 
that does not leave you a little apol- 
ogetic for having a “faith”? Is there 
a satisfactory defense of faith as such? 
Or was the professor right? /s faith 
today only for the ignorant and gull- 
ible? 

I now have an answer that satisfies 
me. I believe it may help you. But I 
hasten to say that my treatment of 
this subject is not theological, but 
philosophical or psychological. | am 


not discussing whether faith is totally 
a gift of God nor how it is secured. 
My concern is with the nature or basis 
of faith and with the accusation thal 
faith is necessarily involved with ig 
norance. 

Was that professor right? /s faith 
somehow inextricably tied up with ig 
norance? Yes, the professor was right: 
faith is only for the ignorant; ignor 
ance is the condition which necessar 
ily accompanies and requires faith. In 
fact, the professor was more right than 
he knew. Had he known more he 


would not have sneered as he did. But’ 


more about that later. 

Faith necessarily involves and is 
characterized by some degree of i¢ 
norance. For if one has absolutely 
complete knowledge of something, he 
needs exercise no faith about it. He 
knows; he has fully experienced; he 
is not in any way ignorant about it 
I know that I have just eaten dinner, 
let us say; I do not need to exercise 
my faith about having eaten it, for | 
have no ignorance on that point. The 
effects of the dinner I have not ye 


HIS, DECEMBER, 1949 


eX] 
no 


an 
ab 


tally 
ured, 
basis 

that 


faith 
h ig 
ight: 
>nor: 
ssal- 
h. In 
than 
> he 


But’ 


d is 
f ig: 
utely 
x, he 

He 
; he 
it it. 
inet. 
rcise 
or | 
The 


yel 


949 


experienced and am to some extent ig- 
norant of. About the effects | must 


have faith. 


Some definitions of the words in- 
volved make this point more clear. 
Knowledge is defined as “familiarity 
gained by actual experience’; ignor- 
ance is thus barred. Where there is 
real knowledge, there is no ignorance 
and hence no need of having faith 
about anything. Three other words 
belief, conviction, faith—have a com- 
mon core of meaning. They all in- 
volve the definition of belief—intel- 
lectual assent to an idea.” Conviction 
is simply a fixed and settled belief, 
and faith involves trust and confidence 
based on belief but also a committal 
and dependence beyond that of mere 
belief. It is belief acting. Jowett has 
called belief the possession of a map, 
but faith the taking of the voyage. But 
notice that none of these words in- 
volves the actual experience of the ob- 
ject; that is the characteristic of 
knowledge. A man believes that he is 
immortal; he builds his whole life on 
that faith. But he has not experienced 
immortality, he has not passed 
through the curtain of death where his 
faith will become knowledge—or dark- 
ness. He has a hypothesis, but it has 
not been verified. I use the word hy- 
pothesis to suggest that of course faith 
is not complete ignorance, for faith 
must rise from some basis of evidence 
and knowledge just as a hypothesis 
does. Yet faith is not actual exper- 
ience of the phenomenon; it is not 
knowing. One has evidence which 
leads him to have such a faith as that 
in immortality; but because he has 
not experienced it, he does not know 
it. 


Of course we can see that we com- 
monly use the word know pretty loose- 
ly, once we come to think of it in this 
strict sense. Have you ever said of 
some misplaced object, “Why, | know 
it’s in the left drawer’? But you didn’t 
know, you had not actually seen it 
there. You only strongly betieved it 
was there. And sometimes the testing 
of your confident hypothesis has been 
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wrong. The object wasn’t in the left 
drawer at all. You 
known. 


hadn't really 

Paul, I believe, was making this 
same distinction between faith and 
knowledge — and pointing out that 
faith involves ignorance — when he 
said in Il Corinthians 5:7, “For we 
walk by faith, not by sight.” He is 
clearly contrasting sight—knowledge 
by experience—with faith; and if sight 
gives knowledge, then faith must in- 
volve non-sight or ignorance. Again, 
Hebrews 11:1 holds the same contrast: 
“Now faith is a confident assurance of 
that for which we hope, a conviction 
of the reality of things which we do 
not see” (Weymouth). In that last 
half of the verse is the idea that faith 
does not actually experience but is 
nevertheless convinced of the reality 
of things not experienced. As _ the 


words are used, then, faith is not 
knowing; it involves some lack of 


knowledge, of ignorance. Faith is for 
the ignorant. 

Let us say you are intending an air- 
plane flight on some commercial line. 
You go to the field. There stands the 
plane, shining in the sun and ready 
for the flight. You can see that much. 
You know also the name of the com- 
pany operating the line. You know 
the announced destination of the 
plane. You can observe the weather 
where you are. All this you know, 
have actual experience of. But that is 
the limit of your real knowledge, as 
distinguished from belief or faith. 


Now consider what you do not real- 
ly know. You do not know the com- 
pany’s record for safety. Even if you 
read the statistics on its record you 
have not actually experienced the rec- 
ord; you must accept the report of 
someone else; you must have faith 
in the trustworthiness of the figures, 
in view of your actual ignorance. Sim- 
ilarly you do not know what this par- 
ticular plane has been through. There 
is a crystallization of the metal begin- 
ning in that right landing gear; will 
it be serious enough to endanger the 
next landing? You do not even know 


of its existence. You must depend on 
the inspectors. You must have faith 
in them. And do you know whether 
they were careful enough? Perhaps 
the man who looked over this plane 
was worried over his little son’s health 
and not so careful as he ought to be. 
Well, you cannot know about that; 
you will have to act on faith. And the 
pilots, what is their state of body and 
mind? And have they the skill and 
judgment necessary for critical deci- 
sions? Then there is the weather; who 
knows what it will be? Weather pre- 
dicting is not yet an exact science. And 
where will this plane really land? and 
when? and in what condition? Will 
you be a name in a casualty list twelve 
hours from now? Who knows? Who 
has actual experience of all this? No 
one. It must be by faith that you 
board that plane for that flight, not 
by knowledge. You have a faith, a 
hypothesis; but it is not sight, not a 
verified fact as yet. 


Faith, then, must be exercised to- 
ward all that we have not actually ex- 
perienced and hence are to some de- 
gree ignorant of. And consider how 
great is our actual ignorance. The 
past, beyond our actual experience in 
time and place, is a matter of faith 
in reports. The battle of Waterloo, 
for example, is for us a matter of 
faith. We are dependent on the verac- 
ity of those who actually experienced 
it. Much of the present is included in 
our ignorance—-all that we do not ac- 
tually experience. Most of us do not 
know for instance, that Great Slave 
Lake is in Canada nor that the events 
described in today’s newspaper really 
happened. We depend on the reports 
of those who know; for them it is 
knowledge, but for us it is faith. And 
of course the future is not knowledge 
to any human being. True we have 
more or less well-founded hypotheses 
and predictions about parts of the fu- 
ture; but faith they remain, whatever 
their basis or reliability. No human 
being has experienced the future. 


And what of other matters which we 
cannot experience and know here and 
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now ? What of the really serious and 
important questions about God, His 
nature, His attitude toward us, our 
reason for existing, our state two hun- 
dred years from now? They too are 
beyond knowledge and are therefore 
matters of faith. 

Not only is this ignorance vast. but 
it is unavoidable, inescapable. There 
is no way to change it: we must live 
with it throughout life. No man knows 
enough to live for a moment. He can 
perform hardly an act that does not 
involve more than knowledge, that 
does not involve ignorance and hence 
faith. Who drives a car, boards a 
train, takes an airplane flight, sits in 
a chair, eats a bite. or takes a drink 
with knowledge of the outcome? Ig- 
norance is everywhere and always with 
us; faith is inescapable and unavoid- 
able—for everybody. 

And that is where the professor was 
more right than he knew. He said that 
faith is for the ignorant, and he was 
right. But he did not realize that ig- 
norance and therefore faith are great 
and inevitable for all of us—including 
him. He thought that since faith in- 
volves ignorance and ignorance is 
surely inferior to knowledge and thus 
an undesirable state to be in, he would 
simply abandon faith and live by 
knowledge alone. He thought he sure- 
ly was not ignorant, and so he sneered 
at faith. But had he realized that faith 
is simply inescapable for us all, he 
would not have indulged in his shal- 
low, smart remark. It is well enough 
to exalt knowledge; it is always super- 
ior to ignorance. Some day, Paul says 
in I Corinthians 13, he shall know ful- 
ly, and he evidently regards that as the 
goal. We need not exalt ignorance to 










Last spring. a student from Morris Hart ey 
ollege in West Virginia read the article 
Was Jesus Christ Unjustly Tried?” [April 
1s] with much interest. He showed it to 
nm acquaintance of his. who in turn passed 
along to a lawyer friend. The lawyer read 
e article and was very much impressed 
ith it from a legal point of view. It started 
im thinking. and presently he got out the 
rticle again, read and studied it very care- 
lly. looking up all the Scripture references. 
he Holy Spirit used the article to bring 
onviction and trust to his heart. and he 


d the Lord Jesus Christ as His 




















































justify faith. 
know enough to escape faith. As in- 
ferior as it may be to knowing, it is 
the only thing we have here and now. 
Why sneer at what we have to use? 


But we simply cannot 


Why be blind to our inescapable situ- 
ation? Why stamp a hole in the bot- 
tom of the only boat we have for cross- 
ing the river? 

Such an attitude as the professor's 
is common among those who do not 
have faith in Christ or even in any 
God. Christianity is faith, they say; 
but we will have nothing of it. We 
must know. We will make no assump- 
tions. But 
Christianity 
know; they 
Can 


upon the questions that 
deals with they cannot 
cannot have actual exper- 
lence. they escape taking some 
attitude on these matters? No, they 
must in the nature of things take an 
attitude. That is to say, they must 
have a faith. They must have a faith 
about Christ. They may believe Him 
a faker. a neurotic, a good man, or 
something else. But they must believe, 
must have faith. To accept Christ as 
the divine Son of God is a faith, yes. 
But to reject him is just as much a 
faith. Atheism is a faith. Materialism 
is a faith. Agnosticism is a faith. 

Especially do agnostics seem unable 
to grasp this fact. They feel that be- 
cause they profess to know nothing 
about matters of final reality, they 
have taken none of the risks of a faith, 
they have assumed nothing, they are 
on sure ground. But they cannot 
know; indeed the very name agnostic 
was coined to designate those who do 
not know. Very well; if they do not 
know—and glory in that fact—then 
they are ignorant. And who is it that 
must resort to faith or sheer credul- 
ity? Why, the ignorant of course. As 
a matter of fact. if the agnostics knew 
more, they would not be so utterly 
shut up to faith. They glory in their 
shame, did they only know it. 

It is not, then, a matter of whether 
we shall have a faith; everybody in- 
escapably has a faith. It is a matter 
of what faith we should have. Yet 
many an unbeliever fails to realize 
this. Shrewd rationalist that he was, 
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Benjamin Franklin is still an excellent 
example of this confusion of mind. Ip 
a letter written near his death he ex. 
pressed his opinion of Christ, calling 
Him a good man of admirable teach. 
ings. but as to His deity, “it is a ques. 
tion | do not dogmatize upon, having 
never studied it. and think it needless 
to busy myself with it now. when | 
expect soon an opportunity of know. 
ing the truth with less trouble.” If 
asked, Franklin would doubtless have 
replied that he was taking the wise 
course of confining himself to what 
he knew and not indulging in any vag. 
aries of unnecessary faith. Yet his at. 
titude is a faith involving the belief 
that the deity of Christ is of no con. 
sequence to his future after death, not 
to mention also that his belief in an 


opportunity after death to learn any- 


thing at all is a faith. He took an at- 
titude on the point of Christ’s deity 

-inescapably. He lived and died by 
it. He had a faith. He did not escape 
faith-—as he seems to have thought— 
by not studying the matter of Christ's 
deity; he merely took another faith 
than the Christian’s. For him, as for 


us all, it is not whether faith but what | 


faith. . 

What does this all add up to? Our 
inescapable ignorance makes faith in- 
escapable; we cannot know enough to 
act on knowledge alone. In our ig- 
norance faith is the best we can man- 
age; perhaps it is not the most desir- 
able, but it is all we have. Since this 
is true, it is folly to delude ourselves 
by some term like agnosticism or sci- 
ence or rationalism into thinking that 
we can avoid using faith. We are on 
the airfield. Before us stand the vari- 
ous planes. We must make the flight. 
It is not a question of whether we are 
to make the flight; merely being alive 
renders that inevitable. The only ques- 
tion we have to answer is what plane 
we shall take. The propellers are al- 
ready whirling. We cannot serenely 
sit down on our luggage and disdain 
the thought of boarding. Those who 
sit on their luggage are already aboard 
and don’t know it. 


(Continued on page 25, column 1) 
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paste diamonds 


BY ALISON F. SHORT 


Ta EVERY TRUE virtue that ever 
graced a Christian character, there is 
an imitation one that may be assumed 
on the surface by anyone who cares to. 
Often these paste-diamond virtues glit- 
ter with such brilliance that they even 
outshine the real! And the person who 
wears the imitation virtue probably 
wanted the true, many-carat variety 
and thought he was getting it—per- 
haps still thinks he has it! 

This is one of Satan’s cleverest 
hoaxes—to focus our attention on ap- 
pearances rather than on facts, to lead 
us to judge people—and ourselves— 
for what seems, not what is. 

Many people want to be humble and 
perhaps sincerely suppose that they 
are, though their self-depreciation and 
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sensitive, easily-hurt feelings betray 
false modesty. It was Jennifer’s turn 
to lead the prayer meeting, but—when 
the clock said time to start—the others 
went ahead without her. Of course, 
Jennifer said nobody could hurt her 
feelings, she really wasn’t a very good 
leader anyway. But have you noticed 
that she hasn’t been there much lately ? 

Satan tries his best to make meek- 
ness and gentleness appear to be but 
weakness; and to have weakness pass 
for meekness. But the two are not the 
same! Moses was a meek man; but 
was there in all history a man of 
greater strength of character? It takes 
a strong character to endure rebuffs 
and setbacks and humiliations with 
patience. And strong character comes 





not from gritting the teeth but from 
asking the Lord for it and spending 
time in the Word. It comes from being 
filled with His spirit of grace and 
humility. 

Some who think themselves coura- 
ceous and bold to do the will of God 
actually are presumptuously rushing 
forth, self-impelled, supposing God 
will protect them from the conse- 
quences of their foolhardy acts. John 
volunteered to go on a deputation 
team on the Thursday night before his 
chemistry final for which he had not 
studied the week before, a football 
game interfering. Surely God would 
help him out! 

This was the case with the Israelites 
in the 14th chapter of Numbers. God 





















Happy is the man who can bring the very 
tmosphere of heaven with him whenever he 
pproaches us! Who acts upon our spirits 
s the May breezes act upon the first shoots 
if the tulip and the violet! He is a boun- 
iful giver. He confers on us light; he beams 
oodness into our souls; he teaches us pa- 
ience: he showers on us brotherly kindness: 
e illustrates for us faith; he exhibits the 
rue beauty of meekness; he sheds hope by 
is very presence, and his unflinching brav- 
ry has often been an inspiration of valor 
o our failing hearts. Next to Christ Him- 
elf, there is no blessing to the community 
ike a Christlike Christian. 

—Theodore Cuyler 


had told them to go up into the Prom- 
ised Land, but they had instead deter- 
mined to select a captain and return to 
Egypt; so God punished their leaders 
for their unbelief and swore that none 
of the Israelites then over twenty, ex- 
cept Caleb and Joshua, would enter 
the Promised Land. Then the entire na- 
tion “mourned greatly” and thought 
they could erase their former sin and 
God’s pronouncement of judgment by 
going into the land at once. “And they 
rose up early in the morning, and gat 
them up to the top of the mountain, 
saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up 
unto the place which the Lord hath 
promised: for we have sinned.” 

But Moses replied, “Go not up, for 
the Lord is not among you.” Never- 
theless, they presumptuously went up; 
and were sorely beaten back by their 
enemies. True repentance would have 
shown up in obedience, and true bold- 
ness follows the Lord’s leading closely 
but never runs ahead of it. 

Some indulge in lustful passion and 
think themselves enjoying the love 
which the Bible praises above all vir- 
tues, not realizing that the love of 
I Corinthians 13 is a universe apart 
from fleshly “love.” The love-life of 
the Christian is directed by the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. 


Others chase after fleshly pleasures 
and think they are “rejoicing ever- 
more” — not seeing that pleasure is 
Satan’s paste-diamond substitute, de- 
signed to cheat them out of the genu- 
ine spiritual joy they might have. 

A sadly high proportion of people 
suppose they are demonstrating rever- 
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ence and piety by walking tiptoe up 
the aisle, being solemn and hushed 
whenever sacred things are mentioned, 
praying or preaching in a special 
“holy tone,” and larding their speech 
with sanctimonious “Praise the 
Lord” ’s and “Amen” ’s. They fall 
prey to the stereotyped “this dear 
brother” ’s and “how we covet your 
prayers’ ’s, solemn and unctuous in 
their letters, as if a Christian could 
not be reverent and natural at the 
same time. 

Genuine courtesy springs from lov- 
ing consideration of others; but often 
mistaken for it is courtliness or eti- 
quette: an absorption with oyster forks 
and “correct” dinner costumes and 
pretty speeches, which things spring 
not from loving hearts but from idle 
and vain brains. Respectability and 
conventionality, too, are not to be con- 
fused with righteousness; nor is mor- 
ality to be mistaken for godliness— 
though the devil likes them to be. 


The word hospitality has been de- 
graded into inviting your friends in 
to help eat the pie from home so that 
you can get in on next week’s birthday 
cake instead of helping the one down 
the hall who doesn’t have any friends 
yet. We have forgotten Luke 14:12-14: 
“When you give a breakfast or a din- 
ner, do not invite your friends or 
brothers or relatives or rich neighbors, 
lest perhaps they should in turn invite 
you, and so repay your hospitality. 
But when you entertain, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame and the 
blind; and you will be blessed, be- 
cause they have no means of repaying 
you, but you will be repaid at the 
Resurrection of the righteous” (Wey- 
mouth translation). 


Tact, when it springs from loving- 
kindness, is a Christian virtue. But 
we find ourselves easily falling into a 
habit of lying, a vice which has no 
place in the Christian. “It isn’t that 
we didn’t want you to go to the game 
with us, but we were sure you'd have 
a date” slips easily from a lying 
tongue. This is another case where 
Satan has confused a genuine virtue 





with its imitation, until they seem 
identical. 

On the other hand, we may try to 
persuade ourselves when we are tact. 
less, that we are merely displaying a 
virtuous truthfulness and candor. This 
is not so! Don’t feel it necessary to 
volunteer that Jane’s dress is too short 
when you know it’s all her wardrobe 
has to offer. We are to “speak the 
truth in love” and love will show that 


you can make Jane’s whole evening | 


uncomfortable with an 
word. 


un necessary 


We are to “be at peace with all 
men” (Romans 12:18); to “forbear 
one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2), 
We must tolerate the eccentricities and 
weaknesses of others and also their 
variant points of view. But we are 
not to tolerate flagrant sin or open 
enmity against the most essential ten- 
ets of our faith. We have been urged 
to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3), but 
to “love not the world.” It is ridicu- 
lous to suppose we can pull together 
with those who are pulling in the op- 
posite direction from where we want 
to go. We can’t shrug off our differ- 
ences with those who deny the Word 
of God or His claim upon them. Tol- 
erance there would be compromise. 

Be sure that those who urge, “There 
is ‘One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all and in you 
all?” are people to whom Ephesians 
4:6 is addressed: it speaks only of 
those who have received the adoption 
of sons by being reconciled to God. 

For zeal in the Lord’s service, there 
is the paste-diamond of fanaticism. 
For belief in God, there is the substi- 
tute of credulity—readiness to believe 
that every one who says, “Lord, Lord” 
is the Lord’s. Instead of the “full as- 
surance of faith” there is the much- 
lauded Emersonian self-reliance. In- 
stead of steadfastness, there is stub- 
bornness. 

To cheat Christians out of real self- 
control and a “spirit of discipline” 
(II Timothy 1:7, RV), the devil fos- 


ters asceticism. “These rules have in- 
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deed an appearance of wisdom, where 
there is .. . an affectation of humility 
and an ascetic severity. But not one 
of them is of any value in combating 
the indulgence of our lower natures” 
(Colossians 2:23, Weymouth). Satan's 
substitute for sobriety is dourness. 

Satan tries constantly to discredit 
God and the people of God by imitat- 
ing every good creation; and the bet- 
ter the creation, the harder he tries to 
cheat us out of it. He himself appears 
as an angel of light, and would de- 
ceive if possible the very elect with 
false miracles, the fine-sounding ser- 
mons of almost-evangelical preachers, 
the clever philosophies based upon 
(but departing from) the Bible, and 
above all with the moral and exem- 
plary lives of “good” but unregen- 
erate men. 

Instead of “Whatsoever things are 
true. . . honest . just . pure 
... lovely ... of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things,” the 
world sets up false standards: “What- 
soever things are agreeable, fashion- 
able, well-mannered, respectable, civ- 
ilized, progressive, modern, happy, ex- 
citing; if there be any money in it, or 
any pleasure, or any self-gratification, 
think on these things.” 

Those who fall for these cheap imi- 
tations do so because they have not 
known one vital fact: that virtues 
(compare our salvation, “it is the gift 
of God, not of works”) are not 
achievements resulting from our la- 
bors, but the natural fruitage of a life 
filled with the Holy Spirit. However 
much the paste-diamond “virtues” may 
resemble the genuine ones, they have 
no solid substance beneath the glitter; 
in a time of emotional stress they will 
break down. 


Or they can be put to the test by 
examination of the motives behind 
them, and by observing who gets the 
glory for them. The imitation ones 
win men’s praise for their wearer; the 
true ones often win criticism for their 
wearer, but honor and glory for God. 
Matthew 11:18-19: “John came neither 
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eating nor drinking, and they say, He 
hath a demon. The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking. and they say, Be- 
hold a gluttonous man and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and sin- 
The false virtues will 
change with the mores of the times 
whereas the true ones stay the same. 

The recipe for a genuine, priceless. 
flawless Christian character 
in Romans 8:1,4 and Colossians 3:2. 
“Walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit.” and “set your affections on 
things above, not on things on the 
earth.” 

Beware of exalting paste-diamond 
virtues, the self-assumed, 
kind based on abstaining from certain 
specified forms of activity: “do this,” 
“conform to that,” “don’t do this,” 
“stay away from there.” The virtuous 
life is not the result of adherence to 
forms and rules, but the outworking 
of the infilling Spirit. When the Spirit 
is given control of the life, outward 
obedience will be the natural result. 
If the Spirit is not in control, rules 
and forms will be irksome and dead- 
ening. “The letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life” (II Corinthians 
3:6b). Don't accept any substitutes! 

END 
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Friends of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship were saddened the first of October 
to hear of the homegoing of Ruth Paxson, 
well-known Bible teacher, writer, and coun- 

summer 
victorious 
Christian living at Campus in the Woods. 
She often expressed the belief that she—like 
would have her best years after she 


PRAYING GOD'S WAY 


(Continued from page 7) 


the end of petitions that are carnal 
and selfish, but it is praying in the 
name of the One who is all that His 
name stands for; it is as though our 
Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, stood 
beside us in the Holy Place and 
prayed with us saying “Holy Father, 
answer this request of Thy child for 
he is praying in the virtue and value 
of My blood, pleading in the work 
and worth of My person, asking ac- 


cording to My mind and will, and 
seeking only the glory of My name 


and the development of My purpose. 
His prayer is My prayer, for he is part 


of Me.” 


So to apply to God for anything in 
the name of Christ is as though Christ 
Himself became the supplicant. Then 
what we ask for must be in keeping 
with what Christ is and therefore such 
prayer must prevail; such prayer can- 
not be left unanswered: 


“Oh. plead His name. His precious name 
With boldness at the throne: 


Then all He has and all we need 


Will surely be our own.” 


END 


witnessed to the doctors and nurses. 
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On 
doctor asked her if she thought it was late 
And she answered him, * 
don’t knoy 
and it doesn’t matter—if I go, I go to th 
One | love most. But if you mean in regar( 
to world conditions, yes, I think it is latel 
















was-eighty. She was not quite 74 when the 
Lord called her home. 

Miss LeMardred Brushwood, her compan- 
ion and assistant during the past four years, 
wrote to IvcF’s General Secretary as follows: 

“We left Pinnacle Saturday morning, Sep- 
tember 3 for Blandford, Massachusetts. Miss 
Paxson was not feeling well, but there was 
nothing to indicate the seriousness of her ill- 
. September 14 she developed jaun- 
dice and we took her to the doctor that 
morning We took her to the hospital 
on Monday, where they started all kinds of 
tests . . . Sunday, September 25, there was 
a great change in her condition—she became 
very toxic and slipped very fast. Every day 
there was a great change and on Monday 
the doctors told me they were pretty sure 
it was cancer of the pancreas... . 


ness .. 


“The Lord was so good to take her with- 
out a struggle and without the long period 
of pain that is characteristic of that disease. 
[She slipped away Saturday evening. 


“She often told me she wanted to get we 
to finish her book and get the Bible studi 
ready. But she said, ‘It doesn’t matter— 
whatever His will is. We want only His pet 
fect will. I don’t believe it will be long be 
fore He comes again anyway... . Over an 
over she would say, “Wasn't it good of th 
Lord to let me have my summer with thos 
students ?” 

“She never forgot the farewell they gav 
her at Campus in the Woods ... It wa 
very precious to her.” 

The Lord was pleased to give Ruth Paxso! 
a wide and long and blessed career in Hi 
service. She was at her best when havin 
personal interviews with those who came t 
her with questions and problems. Man 
young people this summer at the IvcF con 
ferences at Keswick, Maranatha, and Ca 
pus in the Woods were helped by her mir 
istry. She will be missed indeed and w 
sorrow, but not “as others which have n 
hope,” for we expect to see her again pew 










































report of the 


GENERAL SECRETARY 


on Kurope 


tii, AMID the kaleidoscope 
of impression and memory of my 
five-and-a-half-month stay in Europe 
is an overwhelming sense of wonder 
and gratitude to God for His unfail- 
ing mercy, love, and power, and a 
sense of shame at my own unworthi- 
ness. 

On shipboard my first acquaintances 
were Christians: Upon raising my 
head from thanks at the first meal it 
was good to be greeted with “You are 
Stacey Woods of Inter-Varsity,” and 
so to enjoy companionship at the table 
and on other occasions with those who 
were truly Christian. With others on 
Easter Day we arranged for a free 
communion service—where we remem- 
bered the risen Saviour in the break- 
ing of bread and an evangelistic serv- 
ice that evening. 

I arrived at London the evening of 
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As General Secretary of the International 


Fellowship of Evangelical Students 


(IVCF International), C. Stacey Woods this 

summer helped inaugurate Europe’s 

first leadership training camp. In this article 

he tells what God is doing among European students. 


Easter Monday. The railway station 
was crowded with happy people re- 
turning from a long week-end vaca- 
tion. After securing a room for the 
night, I decided to have a walk down 
Pottenham Court Road for a little 
fresh air before retiring. Within a few 
minutes | was startled to hear my 
name called in the question, “This 
isn’t Stacey Woods, is it?” And so I 
met Kino de Pierro, formerly of Mce- 
Gill University and the University of 
Michigan, now lecturing in architec- 
ture at the University of London. We 
talked far into the night and prayed. 

The train journey from Bergen to 
Oslo, Norway, was memorable. Miss 
Margueretta Hanson, member of the 
Executive Committee of the Interna- 
tional Fellowship of Evangelical Stud- 
ents (Inter-Varsity, international) 
traveled with Dr. Douglas Johnson of 


As the train 


the British IVF and me. 
wound its ways along the edge of a 
fiord and then across mountain high- 
lands deep in snow, she told us of 
her experiences during the Norwegian 
occupation in the days of the war and 
of her experiences traveling back and 
forth on that same railroad, sometimes 
disguised, hiding from Germans in the 
service of a free Norway, always look- 
ing to God for protction. 

Sunday in Oslo was a day to re 
member. We attended a church up 
the mountainside and later had still 
another church pointed out to us far- 
ther back in the hills, built and run 
by the Norges Kristellige Student-og 
Gymnasiastlag (Norwegian IVCF) to 
meet the need of skiers in the winter 
and hikers in the summertime. Places 
are provided outside for one to leave 
his skis. Young people are welcomed 
1949 
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there. and it was a joyous thing to see 
the crowded church with young peo- 
ple in their outdoor clothing standing 
in the rear doorway or kneeling at the 
communion rail, thus giving God His 
rightful place even in the midst of a 
week end outdoors. 

The time in Sweden coincided with 
the University Spring Festival both at 
Upsala and at Lund, where students 
wear their student caps and parade 
down the streets singing their college 
songs to celebrate the official procla- 
mation of spring. In Norway import- 
ant decisions were reached at the IFES 
Executive Committee meeting, includ- 
ing the appointment of Mr. Hans Biir- 
ki as traveling representative and ev- 
angelist in Europe. In Sweden and 
Denmark as well as in Norway meet- 
ings were held with student leaders 
and many discussions resulted regard- 
ing some of the peculiar problems 
facing evangelical students in Scandi- 
navia today. While it would appear 
that in increasing measure many of 
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the difficulties of scientific rationalism 


humanism within the Christian 
church are in the past. nevertheless 
today there are new 
other foes: an 
tarianism, a growing influence of the 
high church party, a tendency to re- 
ject much that was gained in the Re- 
formation, a renewed interest regard- 
ing the possibility of rapprochement 
with Rome all tend to create new dif- 
ficulties for Bible-believing Christians 
within state churches. 

It was surprising in Copenhagen to 
realize some of the problems of de- 
nominations which are regarded as 
free church-bodies in Scandinavia in 
relation to the state church. For ex- 
ample, the Baptist church in Denmark 
is largely an unrecognized body. A 
young man who is a member of the 
Baptist church cannot join the YMCA, 
because he is not a member of the 
state church. People cannot be mar- 
ried in or buried from Baptist church- 
es, and yet in many other respects 


and 


problems and 
increase in sacramen- 








Erik from Norway and Grete from 
Denmark enjoy the view of Stockholm 
from Solliden at the annual student 
festival at school’s end. 


there is a growing fellowship between 
those of the Baptist communion and 
vital Christians in the state church. 

What can one say of Germany? | 
found it a land of destruction and 
despair. The three weeks there were 
crowded as perhaps no other such per- 
iod in my life, and I left Germany 
with a mixture of hope and frustra- 
tion. There was contact with the black 
marketeers — reprobate Germans tak- 
ing advantage for personal gain of 
their country’s need. 

There was disgust and shame at the 
undisciplined licentiousness of some 
in the occupation forces and horror 
at the callous brutality of others, as 
well as admiration for the sympathe- 
tic and efficient which still 
others were discharging their duties. 
There was a feeling akin to despair 


way in 
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at the complexity of German students 
in their seeming inability to take by 
faith the simple things of Christ. to 
dare to believe Him and to obey His 
Word. There was that extraordinary 
search for a leader—even in Christian 
student circles there was the desire for 
the approval of some outstanding pro- 
fessor. 

There was also the sense of frustra- 
tion at being unable to enter into the 
sorrow of the German people. One 
was stunned to see the almost unim- 
aginable destruction of cities, to walk 
through rubble to a wooden shack for 
a student meeting. and to realize again 
that but for the goodness of God we 
might have suffered similarly. There 
was the thrill of hearing those German 
students sing. And how they do sing! 
There was always that wonderful bond 
in Christ we felt when staying in the 
homes of German Christians, joining 
with them in their family worship. 
trying to sympathize with them in 
their sorrow at having lost—in some 
cases—several of their own family. | 
remember one Sunday in Wuppertal 
eoing home to dinner with a German 
family, seeing the photographs of five 
young men in uniform, two of whom 
did not return, and hearing that fam- 
ily at the end of the meal sing a hymn 
that was sung again and again as fam- 
ilies were separated because of the 
war:”Lord, We Stand Hand in Hand.” 
And thus one realized again that there 
is something deeper and more endur- 
ing than nationalism, namely. the fel- 
lowship of the saints. the family of 
God. 

With Anne Beguin (IVCF staff 
member in Illinois and Missouri), we 
spent four weeks at two French camps 
at St. Brevin. camps that were largely 
made possible by the gifts of North 
American students. Here as in Ger- 
many God answered prayer and we 
saw God work. Space does not permit 
any detailed account of either of these 
French camps—one for university and 
one for secondary school students—or 
of the International Summer School at 
Ballaigues in Switzerland, a European 
counterpart of Campus in the Woods. 
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At all of these camps students accepted 
Christ as Saviour, and at all of them 
there were unexpected physical and 
spiritual difficulties and opposition, 
and yet in answer to prayer every phy- 
sical dificulty was overcome while 
every spiritual difficulty seemed to be 
an occasion of victory for Christ. 
Ahmed, a Mohammedan student, 
came to the French camp at St. Brevin. 
He had not planned to attend and had 
even forbidden his fiancee to come. 
However, his vacation plans had been 
upset, so the two of them applied to 
the French camp-—late—feeling sure 
that they would not be accepted. But 
they were. He was not interested in 
religion, and claimed to be an atheist, 
although he was depressed at the emp- 
tiness of life without God. Acting on 
a suggestion made in one of the meet- 
ings, he prayed one night, “O God, if 
there be a God, make Thyself known 
In the middle of the night he 
was awakened and the message came 
to him, “Awake and read the Word of 
God.” He was thoroughly upset by 
this and for several days was miser- 
able in the realization that God had 
spoken to him. Finally, unable to 
sleep and in desperation, he confessed 
his sinfulness to God and accepted 
Christ as Saviour. In giving a volun- 


to me.” 


tary testimony the following night, he 
said, “This Ahmed is not the one who 
came to camp | am now joyful 

. a new creature. And Christ pos- 
sesses me.” 

A young medical student, who had 
quit his theological studies because of 
lack of conviction, was asked to at- 
tend the camp and did, although he 
had no personal desire to do so. He 
that he 
Christian, but was undisturbed by any 
sense of sin. The rationalistic philos- 


knew very well was not a 


ophy with which he had been indoc- 
trinated haunted him. Finally he be- 
gan to see himself in the light of God’s 
holiness and was overcome with un- 
happiness and conviction, yet it 
seemed that God was far away. Then 
he faced the fact that he was really 
afraid to abandon himself to God, and 
in utter desperation yielded to Him. 


an act which brought what he had 
wanted so long: peace and certainty, 

At Ballaigues there were students 
from Germany, Switzerland, France. 
Holland, and Belgium as well as some 
visitors from the United States and 
Great Britain. Lectures were in French 
and German. There were two hours of 
lectures each morning, an hour-and-a. 
half discussion group in the afternoon 


and then a regular evening meeting, f 


Subjects included “The Inspiration, 
Authority, and Inerrancy of the Scrip. 
tures,” “The Person 
Christ,” 
Christ,” “The Doctrine of the Church 
and Ecumenism,” “The Work of the 
Holy Spirit in the Believer.” There 
were studies of Bible books as well as 
periods devoted to methods of Bible 
study. An hour was given over to per. 
sonal devotions each day. Toward the 
end of camp God very wonderfully 
cave a spirit of prayer, so that four 
and five extra student prayer meetings 
were held each day. Special evangel- 
istic services were held in the village 
of Ballaigues and in the town of Val- 
lorbe. 

It is hoped that next summer there 
will summer schools— 
one in France and one in Germany, 80 
that language barriers will be absent. 
Many feel that such a three- or four- 
week summer school may prove to be 
God’s key for the training of student 
leaders who are so urgently needed. 


be two such 


One of the great problems this sum 
mer was the number of students—par- 
ticularly theological students — who 
did not accept the Bible as inerrant 
and authoritative. Much time was 
spent in dealing with this problem. 
and perhaps the greatest victory of the 
summer was to see the considerable 
number of these who stepped out into 
the position of believing the Bible un- 
qualifiedly, accepting its message with- 
out question and determining by His 
grace and in His strength to obey the 
Book and live according to its dic 
tates. They readily saw the difference 
between a mere doctrinal position of 


holding the Bible to be the Word of 


(Continued on page 25, column 1) 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1! 

IsatAH 36 (1) The darkest hour is 
just before the dawn: 36:1-37:4 is 
the former; 37:5-38 is the latter, in 
fact, ch. 37 ends with high noon, the 
Sun of Righteousness shining in full 
strength (Mal. 4:2). (2) Propaganda 
is not an invention of the 20th cen- 
tury. Examine Rabshakeh’s use of it 
in this chapter. What language does 
he use (v. 11)? Why (vv. 12-13)? 
What use does he make of religion 
(vv. 7,10,15, 18-20)? of polities (v. 
6)? of ridicule (v. 8) ? of success (vv. 
18-20) ? of circumstances, present and 
future (vv. 12,16,17) ? What effect did 
his propaganda have on his enemy’s 
morale (v. 22; 37:1-4)? Which, in 
your opinion, is his most effective 
verse? How effective was Jerusalem’s 
response (v. 21)? (3) What verses 
in Rabshakeh’s speech imply _ that 
Sennacherib had spies in Jerusalem? 
(4) Can you always depend on a mes- 
sage that claims to come from God 


(v. 10; I Kings 13:18) ? 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 

IsaiaH 37:1-20 (1) Who was the most 
important man in besieged Jerusalem? 
Why was he so important? (2) Con- 
sider the power of words (v. 6). 
What makes them powerful? What 
are their limitations? Apply your 
conclusions to God’s words (Jas. 
1:22-25). (3) Do you let the Lord 
help you open your mail (v. 14)? (4) 
Why does Hezekiah address God as 
“dwelling between the cherubim” (v. 
16)? What aspect of God’s character 
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mind (Exod. 25:17-22; 
Lev. 16:2-15,34)? (5) What is the 
great motive as expressed in the King’s 
prayer (vv. 15-20)? What other mo- 
tives, arising from his own circum- 
stances or those of his country, his 
city or his people, might have moved 
him to prayer? What motivates my 
prayer life, the glory of self, of others, 
or of God? 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 

IsatAH 37:21-28 (1) Sennacherib’s 
boasts of ch. 36 echo foolishly down 
the centuries. Man’s judgment classi- 
fies them as empty and futile. Looked 
at from the viewpoint of Almighty 
God’s eternal throne (v. 23), they are 
unspeakably puerile. Add this refer- 
ence to your study of pride (2) Whose 
words have we in v. 25? in v. 26? 
(3) V. 29 puts God immeasurably 
above us, v. 35 puts Him at our side. 


has he in 


It is greatly encouraging to think that. 
even in heaven, the Lord is very con- 
scious of His earthly connections 
(Rev. 22:16). (4) The Lord does 
some mighty works of destruction (v. 
36; Exod. 12:29; II Pet. 2:5) and 
some mighty works of salvation (Ezek. 
37; Zech. 3:9, last part; Rev. 11:15). 
Have big ideas of God (Jer. 32:27). 
(5) Here is the powerful boaster who 
overthrew the kingdoms of the world 
(37:11-13) miserably murdered by his 
own children while bowing down to a 
lump of wood or stone (v. 38). 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

IsatAH 38 (1) One day you will be in 
Hezekiah’s shoes (v. 1). Have you 


done what the king was told to do 
(v. 1)? Are you as ready to die as he 
was (v. 3)? (2) Why did Hezekiah 
weep at the warning of death (v. 3) ? 
What would you do if you were in his 
place? What did Paul do (II Tim. 
4:6-8; Phil. 1:20-23)? Why the dif- 
ference in attitude between the godly 
king and the godly apostle (II Tim. 
1:10)? (3) Did the shadow really 
move backwards (v. 8)? If you are 
interested in modern scientific proof 
see The Harmony of Science and 
Scripture by Dr. Harry Rimmer (ch. 
VIII in the 8th Ed. pub. by W. B. 
Eerdmans in 1940) and Joshua’s Long 
Day and the Dial of Ahaz by Prof. 
C. A. L. Totten (Destiny Publishers, 
1890). (4) Has God done with your 
sins what He did with those of Heze- 
kiah (v. 17)? Is He ready to save 
you (v. 20; Rev. 22:17)? Or are 
John 3:20; 5:40 true in your case? 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 

IsaisH 39 (1) The Assyrian shadow 
has passed away (37:37) but the 
Babylonian cloud is rising on the 
horizon (vv. 1,6-7). See Job 5:7 re- 
carding trouble and answer the ques- 
tion as to whether Israel (and you 
and I) deserve it (Deut. 5:29; Isa. 
48,17-18). (2) The healed Hezekiah 
fell a prey to pride (vv. 2,4). What 
particular form of it? Why did the 
envoys come to Jerusalem (v. 1; II 
Chron. 32:31)? The king could have 
told them of the God of the “wonder” 
(38:8); instead he witnessed to his 
wealth and failed the test (II Chron. 
32:31). (3) For contemporary his- 
tory see Il Kings 20, and for fulfill- 
ment of Isaiah’s prophecy (v. 6) see 
II Kings 24 and 25. (4) What do you 
think of Hezekiah’s spirit as revealed 
in v. 8? He plans to enjoy the con- 
ditions of 32:18 and forget what the 
future is to bring. We find a similar 
spirit in the French king (which one? ) 
who said “Aprés moi le déluge.” 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 

IsataH 40 (1) Isaiah still has his large 
congregation in mind (v. 5; 1:2). 
How much of the “glory of the Lord” 
is revealed in this chapter? Make up 
a picture of God using vv. 8,11-12 
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(note the amazing contrast in juxta- 
position in these two verses). 15-17, 
22-23.26,28-31. Take time on the pic- 
" ture. meditate the details into it, until 
. you share the experience of the Em- 
maus disciples (Luke 24:32). (2) To 
be as transitory as grass is not very 
flattering (v. 6) but there is a sugges- 
tion of comfort in v. 8 (see | John 
| 2:17). (3) The new 200-inch tele- 
scope is underlining v. 26; Ps. 19:1. 
_ Try to include some astronomy in your 
university course. (4) Learn vv. 29-31 
by heart (you'll need them before 
- your life is over) then “lift up thy 
. voice” and spread the “good tidings” 
iv. 9) among the “king’s household” 
(II Kings 7:9). 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 

IsataH 41 (1) Ponder v. 8, then look 
at some of the echoes in the N.T. “My 
» servant”—Rom. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; I Pet. 
2:16; “chosen” — John 15:16; “My 
friend” — John 15:15. (2) Learn by 
heart v. 10 and v. 13. (3) What use 
is a worm? What can God do with a 
worm (vv. 14-15)? Can He use you 
(1 Cor. 1:26-31)? (4) Has the Lord 
fulfilled His promise in v. 17? See 
John 4:14; 6:35; 7:37-39; Rev. 22:17. 
(5) Notice the test of deity as given 
_ in v. 23. See also 42:9 and notice our 
Lord’s use of this qualification in 
* John 13:19; 14:29. Is it any wonder, 
therefore. that rationalism denies all 
» prophecy, dating all prophetic writ- 
ings so that their prophecies appear as 
history, written after the event? Isai- 
ah’s authorship of this chapter is de- 
nied because it refers to Cyrus (v. 42; 
45:1) and its date, therefore, is 
brought down to c. 540 B.C. Isaiah’s 
call (6:8) came at the time of Uzzi- 
ah’s death (6:1), about 740 B.C. 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 

IsaiaH 42 (1) For the identity of the 
“Servant” (v. 1) see Matt. 12:18-21. 
- The reason why Isaiah was able to 
write about Him appears in v. 9. (2) 
Jesus said that He and the Father were 
at work (John 5:17) and v. 4 tells us 
their plan. If God does not get dis- 
. couraged, if He never fails and if He 
is to be satisfied with the results of 
, His work (53:11) is it sinful for us 


to get discouraged? Read John 15:11 
and do what it says in Phil. 4:4. (3) 
Read Acts 12:20-23 and then decide 
why God will not give His glory to 
another (v. 8). Read John 12:26 and 
see those to whom God will give glory. 
(4) Read Lam. 3:22-23 and see why. 
and how often, you should sing a new 
song (v. 10). (5) With v. 16 read 
40:11: this is our God. (6) What does 
God do with the law (v. 21)? Some 
dispensationalists revile and defame 
it. There is a place in the N.T., and 
in our lives for the law. Don't reject 
the law but use it (I Tim. 1:8) and 
fulfill it (Rom. 8:4). 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 

IsatAH 43 (1) Memorize vv. 1-2 (Ps. 
119:162). (2) God has a purpose for 
every individual, each one of us was 
created “for His glory” (v. 7) for His 
praise and for Himself (v. 21). See 
also Rev. 4:11; Isa. 62:5. (3) Israel 
was given the task of witnessing to the 
reality of the one true God (vv. 10, 
12) but lost that privilege when they 
crucified God’s Son. Exod. 19:6 gives 
Israel’s commission as a “holy na- 
tion,” set apart as God’s witness; Matt. 
21:43 shows the commission revoked; 
I Pet. 2:9 the new “holy nation,” the 
body of believers, the church, which 
takes over the function of witness 
(Acts 1:8). (4) With v. 18 cp. 46:9. 
What are we to forget, what are we to 
remember? In each case work out the 
reasons. (5) Have you ever been 
weary of God, given up prayer, stop- 
ped reading your Bible (v. 22)? The 
prophet Malachi complains that some 
of God’s people found His service 
weariness (1:13). (6) Make a list of 
the things that God does for His own 
sake (v. 25; Ps. 23:3 etc.). 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 

IsataH 44 (1) The secret of winning 
people to Christ as in v. 5 is revealed 
in v. 3 (Zech. 4:6; Ezek. 36:37). (2) 
With what tone of voice did the proph- 
et speak (vv. 16-17), with scorn and 
ridicule, or with anguish and _ plead- 
ing? How would you say it, and with 
what result (cp. Luke 13:34)? (3) 
One of the great disadvantages of 
modern civilization is that man has no 





time for meditation, no time to “con. 
sider” (v. 19). The purpose of “This 
Morning with God” is to help you to 
“take time to be holy.” (4) When 
you fall into sin, get up quickly (vy, 
22). Your heavenly Father loves you, 
He does not want you to stay away 
from Him even if you are ashamed of 
yourself (I John 2:1-2). (5) Redemp. 
tion puts a song into mountain, forest, 
even into every tree (v. 23). Don’t let 
the stones do the thing you ought to 
be doing (Luke 19:38,40). 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

IsataH 45 (1) The Lord still “goes be. 
fore” (v. 2; John 10:4) those who are 
His. so make the promise to Cyrus 
(vv. 2-3) your own so that you may 
know what he knew (v. 3). (2) Some. 
times, in history, God hides Himself 
in thick darkness (v. 15; II Chron. 
6:1), sin and evil are triumphant; 
force, greed and cruelty reign. He will 
not always remain hidden however 
(v. 23; Matt. 24:27; Rev. 1:7). See 
1! Chron. 7:1; John 14:21 for things 
that will bring a manifestation of God. 
(3) Get a concordance and leok up 
all the occurrences of the word “seek” 
(v. 19). Let the fact soak in that no 
seeking is in vain; we have God’s own 
word for it. (4) Are you saved? Have 
you looked (v. 22; John 3:14-15; 
Num. 21:9)? If so, keep on looking 
(Heb. 12:2). (5) Are you justified 
(v.25)? When I’m justified I’m made 
“just if 'd” never sinned (Rom. 4:5- 
8). If you are, don’t forget “to glory” 
(v. 25). 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 

IsatAH 46 (1) Get the two pictures in 
the first four verses: first, a wagon 
load of foolish-looking gods being 
carried away by a victorious army 
(vv. 1-2); second, a heavenly Father 
who carries us in the everlasting arms 
(Deut. 33:27) not only when we're 
newborn babes but also when we need 
carrying because of weakness or age 
(vv. 3-4). Lie back now in those Arms 
and be at rest (Ps. 37:7). The heathen 
have a hard time carrying their gods, 
but our God carries us. Is your re- 
ligion a burden or an uplift? (2) In 
vv. 10-11 memorize the words God 
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yses to Express His own complete SOV- 
eeignty. Do the Lord’s will as though 
it were your own and He will do your 
vill as though it were His own (44: 
%). (3) A glorious word appears 
twice in v. 13. What does it mean in 
detail? How closely does your ex- 
yerience of it approximate the Bible 
picture of it? (Make your definition 
and examination very detailed.) 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

lsaiaH 47 (1) This chapter might be 
called “Pride’s Progression”: a. Pride 
in power, heartless, unmerciful (v. 6). 
b, Pride of permanence, unthinking, 
unreflective (v. 7). c. Pride in pre- 
eminence, selfish, assured (v. 8). d. 
Pride in perplexity, bewildered, wear- 
ied (v. 13). e. Pride in prostration, 
down and dirty (v. 1). (Add to the 
“progress” yourself.) (2) Fallen man 
is “ungodly,” without God. Thinking 
that none is even “beside” him (v. 8), 
he forgets that One is above him 
(Eccles. 5:8). Conscious of his own 
power (v. 6) he is unmindful 
greater (v. 11). Rejoicing in his wis- 
dom and knowledge (v. 10) he cannot 
conceive of anything superior (v. 11). 
He fails to realize that God will not 
contend with him on the human plane 
iv. 3). (3) Note that pride is called 
wickedness in v. 10. The same is true 
in Ps, 36:1-2. The only hope for man 
is seen in Job 22:21; John 14:6. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 

IsaiaH_ 48 (1) Hypocrisy (v. 1) and 
obstinacy (v. 4) add up to wickedness 
\v. 22) and for this there is no peace 
(v.22) but a furnace (v. 10). Praise 
God that He loves us enough to dis- 
cipline the evil out of us (Heb. 12:5- 
13). Don’t forget that it is the valu- 
able things that are refined in the fur- 
nace (v. 10) and beloved sons who 
are disciplined (Heb. 12:6-8). : (2) 
See note 6 for Dec. 9 and add wv. 9,11. 
Preservation (v. 9) and _ purification 
\v. 11) are ours only because we, by 
grace, belong to the right family (John 
1:12). (3) Invest the treasure in v. 17 
and live on the interest every day (1 
John 2:27). (4) God’s greatest gifts 
are for those who obey: an ever-flow- 
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ing river of peace, an ocean of right- 
eousness (v. 18) and God Himself 
(Acts 5:32). Learn to sing the hymn 
“Trust and Obey.” (The small boy at 
Sunday School sang it “Trust and 
O.K.”’) 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 

IsataH 49 (1) God’s servants are often 
tempted to despond (v. 4) but the 
cure is contained in the latter part of 
the verse. For assurance of success 
ponder these gems: John 12:24; 15: 
16; I Cor. 15:58; Heb. 6:10; Gal. 
6:9; Isa. 55:10-11; Num. 23:19; Matt. 
9:29. (2) The work of the Saviour 
was apparently a failure, Israel was 
not gathered (v. 5; John 1:11). To- 
day we know, however, that He is 
Saviour to the end of the earth (v. 6; 
Rom. 11:7-15). (3) Greater than 
mother-love is Father-love (v. 15). 
Jesus told us about it (Luke 15:20). 
Because He loves you He wants to 
live with you (John 14:23). (4) Per- 
haps you long for Him, too (Ps. 42: 
1-2). Maybe there must be first some 
putting off (Eph. 4:22-23) and some 
putting on (Eph. 4:24) and some put- 
ting away (Eph. 4:25). In any case 
wait confidently and patiently, the re- 
sult is assured (v. 23). 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 

IsataH 50 (1) This chapter contains a 
compendium of spiritual biography; 
v. l. a sense of sin and need; vwv. 2-3, 
experience of the redeeming power of 
God; v. 4, fellowship with God and 
helpful service te others; v. 5, deeper 
obedience in response to fuller revela- 
tions from God; v. 6, fellowship with 
Christ in His sufferings (Phil. 3:10) ; 
v. 7, increasing steadfastness and de- 
termination; vv. 8-9, victory, by grace, 
in spiritual conflict; v. 10, the walk 
of faith (Il Cor. 5:7); v. 11, final 
warning against self-effort instead of 
trust in God. Compare it with your 
autobiography. (2) Note that the 
price of sin is a high one (v. 1). When 
Jonah (1:3) “paid the fare thereof” 
he paid plenty (2:2). The profits may 
seem great but the loss is greater still 
(Matt. 16:26). (3) God teaches us in 
many ways: sometimes through a 





speaker or preacher, sometimes 
through our own studies in His Word. 
sometimes by a direct personal word 
from Him to us (v. 5; Song of Sol. 
8:13; John 10:4). (4) Determination 
is a much admired trait. Is there room 
for it in the Christian character (v. 7; 
Luke 9:51)? (5) Is it hard to trust 
in the dark (v.10)? Can one really 
trust anywhere else? 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 

IsAtAH 51:1-16 Here is a wonderful 
passage on encouragement: a. One 
man of faith becomes a multitude 
through the grace of God (vv. 1-2). 
Neither despise nor despair in the day 
of small things (Zech. 4:10). b. The 
desert is a place of emptiness and 
death but see what the Lord can do 
with it (v. 3). c. Sin is the transgres- 
sion of the law (I John 3:4); all have 
sinned (Rom. 3:23) and do sin (Ec- 
cles. 7:20) but the day is coming when 
the law of God will be the light of 
man (v. 4). d. Self-righteousness, 
self-sufficiency are today’s curse but 
some day all will lean on the arm of 
the Lord (v. 5). e. Evil is temporary, 
godliness is eternal; one day the 
worthless will vanish and the worth- 
while alone will remain (v. 6). f. 
Those whose life and character are 
wrapped up in the eternal things are 
to be courageous in the face of oppo- 
sition from passing evil (vv. 7-8). g. 
The glorious way of life stretches out 
before the redeemed (vv. 9-11); walk 
in this new and living way (Heb. 
10:20). h. Will you look to man and 
be afraid, or look to the Almighty 
God, the Encourager (vv. 12-13)? i. 


EVERY MORNING ... 

After you have finished answering eac 
day’s specific questions, review by answering 
these important queries: 









1. Is there any example for me to seek to 
follow by God’s help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or t 
forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 
so, what are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus Christ 
God, myself, His will for my life? 

6. Is there something in this passage whic 
should be my prayer for today? 






































Enter into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God (v. 14; Rom. 8:21) and 
stay there (Gal. 5:1). j. God’s protec- 
tion and preservation insure our entry 
into the new universe (vv. 15-16). 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 

IsatAH = 51:17-52:12 (1) Fury and 
trembling, unpalatable medicine 
though they be, are to be accepted 
gladly if they teach us that there is no 
help in man (51:17-20; Ps. 146:3). 
(2) God is our great Counsel for the 
Defense (51:22). When He arises the 
court adjourns (Rom. 8:31) but not 
before sentence is passed on the op- 
pressor (51:23). (3) Twice God’s 
people are told to wake up. First for 
redemption from the power of the 
enemy (51:17-23). Secondly for glor- 
ification as the people of God (52: 
1-2). For this call and its twofold se- 
quence see Rom. 8:30. (4) Enter God’s 
Beauty Contest, and have beautiful feet 
(52:7). Shoes supplied free (Eph. 
6:15). (5) Pray that God will soon 
roll up His sleeves (52:10). (6) Note 
God’s demand for twofold cleanliness: 
in the vessel (66:20) and in the one 
who brings the vessel (52:11). 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

IsataH 52:13-53:12 (1) God’s Servant 
(52:13) has done His part to provide 
for the sprinkling of the nations 
(52:15; I Pet. 1:2) but something 
else is still necessary; will you be a 
preacher (Rom. 10:13-15)? (2) 
Whole sects and denominations today 
are built around the Crown of Christ 
while ignoring the Cross. Some of the 
disciples tried it (Mark 10:35-38). 
Cross and Crown are inseparable and 
the former comes first for Jesus (53:3) 
and for us (II Tim. 2:12). Have you 
counted the cost (John 6:66-68)? (3) 
Read 53:3-6 in the first person: “I” 
for “we” and “my” for “our.” One 
needy soul found the Saviour here 
(Acts 8:30-35). So may you, if you 
do not know Him, and join the Ethi- 
opian on Happiness Highway (Acts 
8:39). (4) Why did Christ die? as a 
martyr for a great cause? as a victim 
of Roman injustice or Jewish politics? 
as an idealist too impractical to fight? 





Or as an Offering for sin (53:5,6,.8. 
10,11,12)? (5) Will the satisfaction 
balance the travail (53:11)? Are you 
sure enough to rejoice in that fact? 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

IsataH 54 (1) Are you barren (v. 1) ? 
Have you travailed (Gal. 4:19)? Or 
have you a housing shortage (vv. 
2-3)? You can speak children into 
existence (John 17:20; I Pet. 1:23; 
I Tim. 1:2; Tit. 1:4). Use the family 
promise in prayer (v. 13). (2) Some 
of the professors call Him a tribal 
deity (v.5). (3) How does the “small 
moment” compare with the “great 
mercies” (v. 7; I] Cor. 4:17)? (4) 
The atheist is the man with no invis- 
ible means of support. Notice that even 
a whole mountain is a less secure 
foundation than a mere spoken word 
(v. 10). Why is that so (Mark 13:31; 
Il Cor. 4:18) ? 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

IsataH 55 (1) Are you thirsty (v. 1)? 
Can God satisfy (John 4:14)? Are 
you sure? How do you know? If your 
answers contain more noes than yeses 
try coming and believing (John 6:35). 
(2) What is your life-purpose? the 
purpose of your university course? 
How much of your effort is futile (v. 
2; John 6:27)? Be honest with your- 
self while there’s time (Matt. 19:16, 
22). (3) Have you come? have you 
heard? has He made an everlasting 
covenant with you (v. 3; Heb. 
10:14)? (4) Some people’s actions 
don’t look too bad but their thoughts 
are abominably evil. God sees our 
thoughts (Heb. 4:13). Some day our 
friends will see them (Mark 4:22). 
Forsake them (v. 7) and get your 
mind renewed (Rom. 12:2). (5) Don’t 
try to figure out what God is doing 
(vv. 8-9). Do what the soldier does 
and obey promptly (John 13:7). (6) 
Count on the promise in vv. 10-1] as 
you obey the command in II Tim. 4:2. 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 

IsaiAH 56 (1) Evangelicals are some- 
times careless about practical right- 
eousness. “Not of works” is empha- 
sized in the matter of justification but 
don’t forget, the only way that the 


other fellow can tell whether or not 
you are saved is by those same “good 
works.” Practical righteousness ap. 


pears here in vv. 1-2. (2) In v. 4 jg 
added the motive behind personal 
righteousness. Some people are self. 
righteous because they do good for 
their own glory. When we do good to 
please our heavenly Father we don't 
get self-righteous. (3) In vv. 4,6 the 
covenant is mentioned. Faith signs jt 
and makes it its own but “good works” 
must put their big red seal (a very 
visible thing) on it before it is valid 
(Jas. 2:17,26). Be zealous (Tit. 2:14), 
(4) In vv. 9-12 we have the watchmen, 
God’s witnesses (Ezek. 3:17-21) who, 
though commissioned, are devoid of 
good works. The beasts get the lambs 
(v. 9) which should be gathered (y, 
8). Maintain (Tit. 3:14). 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 

IsatAH 57 (1) Sometimes the tares are 
gathered up first (Matt. 13:30), some. 
times the good grain (vv. 1-2). Don't 
try to hold God down to a certain 
method; leave room for the “new 
thing” in 43:19. (2) It is a great 
thing really to find life (v. 10). In 
this, however, as in all things, it is 
well to be quite sure (Prov. 16:25), 
(3) There is no limit to the heights to 
which man can attain (Eph. 2:6) but 
you must get down to go up (v. 15). 
Pray for humility (Matt. 11:29). (4) 
If ever you have to bring a message 
remember the first part of v. 19. Other 
great helps in this matter are Prov. 
16:1; II Tim. 4:17; Exod. 4:12. (5) 
Is peace an interval or an external 
thing, or both (vv. 2,21) ? 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 

IsaiaH 58 There are three sections in 
this chapter. Before you read further, 
pick them out and give each a title. 
(1) Religion 1-3): The suitor 
who loves the heiress for herself and 
the one who loves her for her money 
act alike. It isn’t what we do but why 
we do it that counts. (2) Reality (vv. 
3-7): Don’t be a bulrush on an ash 
heap (v. 5) but be a bulldozer and 
clear away wickedness (v. 6) and want 


7). (3) Riding high (vv. 8-14, 


(vv. 


(Vv. 
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especially v. 14): God loves His chil- 
dren. God wants them to live life to 
the full (John 10:10). Make a list 
from these verses of the things God 
wants you to have and to enjoy. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 

Isatan 59 (1) Read Mark 11:22-24 
and then vv. 1-2 here and take time io 
realize the infinite ability of the Al- 
mighty which sin blocks off from the 
lives of the children of God. Pray that 
we may all have more grace to do 
something about it. (2) In the light 
of Ps. 139:23-24; Il Cor. 13:5, exam- 
ine your hands, fingers, lips. tongue 
ivv. 3.6,13) trust (v. 4) feet, thoughts, 
paths (vv. 7-8), intercessions (v. 16). 
Confess and forsake (Prov. 28:13; 
| John 1:9). (3) Today we remem- 
ber especially the coming of the Re- 
deemer (v. 20). Notice that He came 
to both a place and a people (v. 20). 
His coming was all of God, all of 
srace (v. 16). Since today is His 
birthday wouldn't you like to give 
Him a present (Prov. 23:26) ? 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 

IsuiaH 60 (1) There are close par- 
allels between this chapter and Rev. 
21. The city of vv. 10,11,14,18 is 
named in Rev. 21:2. With vv. 3,10,16 
cp. Rev. 21:24. The reason for the 
open gates of v. 11 is seen in Rev. 
21:25. The source of light of v. 19 
reappears in Rev. 21:23. 
one of the citizens of this city (Rev. 
21:27) 
(2) God’s people always enjoy light 


If you are 


learn all you can about it. 
even when the rest of the world is in 
darkness (vv. 1-2; Exod. 10:23). The 
time will come when all the earth will 
be drawn to the light (v. 3) and ihe 
cates of Praise in the walls of Salva- 
tion (v. 18) will be open 24 hours a 
day to let them in (v. 11). Here is the 
reason for 42:4. (3) In 
achieve the above, God must be able 
to soften hard hearts of persecutors 
and proud hearts of despisers (v. 14). 


order to 


Never despair of winning such. 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 

IssiaH 61 (1) For the speaker of the 
Opening verses see Luke 4:18-19. Note 
that Jesus left out “the day of ven- 
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geance” (v. 2). Is it left out perma- 
nently (63:1-4; II Thess. 1:7-8)? 
Why did Jesus leave it out? (2) Have 
you ever done business at the Lord’s 
trade-in store? It’s a great place io 
bring your ashes, mourning, heaviness 
(v. 3). (3) God is love (1 John 4:8) ; 
does He hate (v. 8; 1:14)? Find out 
what, and why, God hates and then 
obey the words of the Lord Jesus in 
Luke 10:37. (4) In v. 10 there is in- 
dividual blessing, in v. 11, national 
blessing. Read over v. 10 slowly and 
prayerfully, five times. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28 

IsatAH 62:1-63:6 (1) With 62:1,6-7 
read | Thess. 5:17. When you pray 
like this God knows that you mean 
business, and when you do, so does He. 
Prayer isn't easy, but it is sure. (2) 
The name of God is the nature of God 
(Exod. 34:5-7; Matt. 1:21). The same 
is true in the case of man (I Sam. 
25:25). The new name (62:2) there- 
fore implies a new nature (II Cor. 
5:17). (3) Did you ever realize that 
God feels that way towards you 
(62:5)? (4) “Mighty to save” (63:1) 
is a word of grace in a passage of 
wrath. In 61:2 is a word of wrath in 
a passage of grace. Just how mighty 
to save is God (Heb. 7:25; 1 Tim. 
1:15-16; Jude 24-25)? (5) With 63:3 
cp. Rev. 14:17-20. Justice as well as 
love and mercy, must have its place. 
Note that God visits judgment on all 
sin, either at Calvary or on the day of 
judgment. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29 
IsatAH 63:7-64:12 (1) Do 
what it says in 63:7? Are you in- 
cluded in the house of Israel (Rom. 
1:11; Gal. 3:29)? (2) Have 
given your right hand to God that He 
might lead someone with it (63:12) ? 
He will supply the “glorious arm.” 


you do 


you 


all that is necessary being that the 
hand is thoroughly yielded, complete- 
ly delivered over for God to use. (3) 
In 63:17 God is said to do the very 
The 
reason for such a statement is to be 
found in the fact that the Hebrews rec- 
ognized no secondary causes, all was 
ascribed directly to God. Cp. similar 


opposite to His revealed will. 


statements in Exod. 21:13; Lev. 
14:34; I Sam. 16:14. (4) With 
64:1-2 cp. the still small voice of 
I Kings 19:11-12. Which is more 
effective? Does God use either or 
both? (5) Are there any “nice sin- 
(64:6)? (6) Get stirred up 
(64:7). Great issues may depend upon 
it (Ezek. 22:30-31). 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30 

IsAlAH 65 (1) You may be accused of 
a “holier-than-thou” attitude (v. 5) 
but which phrase in I Cor. 13 can 
guarantee that the accusation will be 
false? (2) Pray for the listening ear 
(v. 12; 50:4; Mark 4:9). (3) Do 
you think that v. 17 may explain some 
of the problems that seem to arise in 
our conceptions of the hereafter? (4) 
Lay hold on the promise in v. 23. It 
echoes in the N.T.: I Cor. 15:58; Gal. 
6:9; Heb. 6:10. (5) God always hears 
the prayers of those who are qualified 
to pray (Ps. 34:15). Sometimes the 
answer comes immediately (Gen. 
24:15.45; Dan. 9:20-23) but some- 
times it is delayed (Dan. 10:2-13). 
Could an answer to prayer come too 
soon? Is an answer ever too late? 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31 

IsataH 66. God’s goodness and mercy 
has brought us to the end of another 
year and we may profitably spend 
some time in stock-taking for repent- 
ance and amendment, for rejoicing 
and encouragement as we face 1950. 
V. 2: In the past year did you tremble 
humbly at His word, bowing to His 
authority, serving Him as Master? 
V. 3: What was your motive in His 
service. was He glorified or were you? 
V. 5: Did you suffer for His name’s 
sake (Matt. 5:10-12; I] Tim. 2:12)? 
Vv. 10-11: Did you find your treasure 
here on earth or in the New Jerusalem 
(Matt. 6:19-21)? V. 14: Did you 
know the Lord’s hand? V. 18: How 
were your works and your thoughts in 
His sight (Heb. 4:13)? V. 19: Did 
you declare His glory (43:10-12; Acts 
1:8)? V. 23: Were you regular in 
your worship (Ps. 119:164)? For the 
past, set up your Ebenezer (I Sam. 


ners” 


7:12), go boldly into the future 
(Matt. 28:20). 
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something 


BY MARIE D. LOIZEAUX 


= DECEMBER 25TH draws near, 
if you are an average American, the 
postman leaves piles of cards in your 
mailbox. And you address piles of 
envelopes to your friends. 

Now, when you open the cards you 
have received—and when your friends 
open those you have sent them—does 
Christmas mean more than it would 
without them? Is its real meaning evi- 
dent, or is this just a good time to ex- 
change good wishes? 
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‘our commercialized season. 
hack over the cards you have received. 
‘Are there not many that add nothing 


Greeting cards are a big feature of 


Think 


whatever to the real spirit of Christ- 


Pmas? On the other hand, some cards 


do emphasize its true significance and 
really contribute to the joy of the 
season. 

We cannot do much about the cards 
which we receive, but we should not— 
if we are Christians — send out any 
cards at all unless they are true to 
what we know of the spirit of Christ. 
For that, we must look to the Word of 
God itself. 

The word “greet” is used in | Sam- 
uel 25:5 meaning “to ask of peace,” 
but more frequently in the Bible it 
means “to draw to self, clasp, em- 
brace,” as in Romans 16:3: “Greet 
Priscilla and Aquila my helpers”; in 
| Thessalonians 5:26: “Greet all the 
brethren with a holy kiss”; and in 
III John 14: “Peace be to thee. Our 
friends salute thee. Greet the friends 
by name.” In Acts 15:23 and 23:26 
the greeting means “to rejoice, be of 
good cheer.” So we have excellent 
precedents for sending greetings! 

When and what greetings should we 
send ? 

If we were to follow the example 
of the Scripture references, we would 
send many more greetings than we do. 
No special occasion seemed to be nec- 
essary to call forth a greeting, in per- 
son, by letter, or by another person. 
So any occasion of gladness or re- 
joicing seems an appropriate time. 

To the true Christians, surely the 
date which we celebrate as the birth- 
day of the Lord Jesus—who was born 
into the world to die for our sins and 
become the Saviour of those who be- 
lieve on Him—is a good time. Indeed. 
the Bible records the proclamation of 
good tidings at the time of His birth: 
“a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to 
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God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men” (Luke 
2:13-14). 

But what shall we say in this greet- 
ing? The most frequent greeting is 
“Merry Christmas” and, if we are to 
look at Scripture definitions again, we 
can find no fault with that. The word 
“merry” is used to translate about 
half a dozen Hebrew and Greek words, 
all of them having something to do 
with goodness, gladness, or rejoicing, 
for instance II Chronicles 7:10: “He 
sent the people away into their tents, 
glad and merry in heart for the good- 
ness that the Lord had showed unto 
David, and to Solomon, and to Israel 
his people. Thus Solomon finished the 
house of the Lord.” 

But sometimes just “Merry Christ- 
mas” on our cards is not enough. If 
all the recipients of our cards are 
Christians, who know why we greet 
them at Christmas, and who rejoice 
with us in remembering the birth of 
our Saviour, that greeting might be 
enough to evoke their answering praise 
and worship. But how about cards to 
business associates and other acquain- 
tances who may not yet know the Lord 
as Saviour? What would a simple 
“Merry Christmas” mean to them, 
other than good wishes for a happy 
holiday season? A Christian’s greet- 
ing should be more than that. 

| have found Christmas cards my 
one opportunity to witness to many of 
a large circle of my business acquain- 
tances. In fact, that is why some of 
them are on my list—I do not know 
them well enough to send a more per- 
sonal greeting, and perhaps their 
paths have separated them quite wide- 
ly from me, but every Christmas I can 
once again remind them of the Lord. 
As a mere “Merry Christmas” would 
not do this, | have made a hobby of 
making my own Christmas cards. 

How go about such a project? Well, 
in college days I learned how to make 


The cards were rather crude but — I 


a linoleum block and print my own. 


thought—effective. Sometimes I have 
made them entirely by hand but, as 
the list grows larger. that is increas- 
ingly dificult. One year I tried a 
duplicator. Several times | have cut 
stencils and mimeographed my cards. 
But most successful, if more expensive, 
is printing. I plan what I want to say 
on the card and see what odds and 
ends of paper the printer has on hand. 
Sometimes he has small cuts he can 
lend, such as holly, stars, candles, etc. 
Once in a while | color the cards af- 
ter they are printed, to add a personal 
and colorful touch, but this also takes 
considerable time at the last minute. 

What sort of greetings shall we use? 
Well, think over the list of those who 
will receive your card, consider earn- 
estly what your brief message to them 
should be, and then—say it. The greet- 
ing will vary considerably, since peo- 
ple are so different, but even the same 
person will have cards quite unlike 
each other from one year to the next. 
Since these greetings are personal, 
they should reflect the sender. Make 
each one a real message from you to 
the recipient. 

One year a long vacation trip pro- 
vided some excellent photographs of 
mountain scenery. Selecting one of 
my favorites, | had prints made to 
paste on my cards. Each card had a 
photograph at the left, with several 
Bible verses at the right. I try to fol- 
low some sequence in these verses, 
bringing in the gospel. For instance, 
with a picture of the Grand Tetons, 
these verses appeared: 


For. lo, He that formeth the mountains, 
and createth the wind. and declareth unto 
man what is his thought, that maketh the 
morning darkness, and treadeth upon the 
high places of the earth, Tue Lorp, The 
God of Hosts, is His name. Amos 4:13 

When I consider Thy heavens, the work 
of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which Thou hast ordained; what is man, 



















It is touching to know that the Greek 
‘ord translated “poor”’—used of our Lord 
Il Corinthians 8:9 is actually the word 
ndered “beggar” of Lazarus who lay at the 
ute of the rich man in the story of Luke 
:20-22. Though He was rich, yet for our 
kes He became—a beggar—often depend- 
int upon others for necessities. “The Son 
f man.” He said. “hath not where to lay 
is head.” He was rich in the glory of the 
odhead. but how poor He became in the 
mility of His manhood (Philippians 2:6- 
). In His human state He chose the lot of 
e peasant. the fullest self-surrender here 
earth. To the wonder of angels, He who 
ore the pillars of creation. lay in a dilap- 
Wated stable manger—died upon a cross. 
‘hy? To make us ricn! 

—PROPHECY MONTHLY 


that Thou art mindful of him? and the son 
of man, that Thou visitest him? Psalm 8:3-4 


For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though He was rich. yet for 
your sakes He became poor. that ye through 
His poverty might be rich. 11 Corinthians 8:9 


For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son. that whosoever believ- 
eth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. John 3:16 


Always be sure to include the Bible 
reference with the verses you use. It 
may send someone back to the Bible 
to read for himself. One year I sent 
copies of the Gospel of John as my 
greeting-remembrance. In each copy 
I placed a bookmark, about the same 
width as the little book, and an inch 
taller. This extra inch—folded down 
over the front cover—had the word 
“Greetings” printed on it. On the other 
side of the bookmark was this mes- 


sage: 


OF MAKING MANY BOOKS THERE IS NO END. 
King Solomon wrote about 977 B.C. And 
how many, many more books the centuries 
since then have produced! Yet Sir Walter 
Scott, himself the author of many volumes, 
at the close of his life said, “There is but 
ONE BOOK—THE BIBLE.” It’s subject ante- 
dates all other books (see the first verse of 
the enclosed) and is the theme of many un- 
written volumes (see the last verse). 


It is of this ONE BOOK that I send you a 
part, which contains the key to a Happy 
New Year. 

If you believe 

John 3, verses 1 to 18, 
then surely 
John 16:33 and John 14:27 


are addressed to you, 
and will be yours throughout the days ahead. 


During the war, when dim-out rules 
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prevailed and we could not have our 
usual outdoor lighting at the Christ- 
mas season, | sent a picture of our 


house, taken a previous Christmas, 


with all the lights on it—and used the 
verses in the Word of God that tell 
of the Light of the World. 


Another time, when the “four free- 
doms” were frequently mentioned, | 
took the occasion to wish my friends 
a “free and joyous New Year” with 
these verses: 


FREEDOM FROM WANT. They that seek the 
Lord shall not want any good thing. 
Psalm 34:10 
FREEDOM FROM FEAR. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me. 
Psalm 23:4 
FREEDOM OF WORSHIP. Though there be 
that are called gods, whether in heaven or in 
earth . . . to us there is but one God, the 
Father . . . and one Lord Jesus Christ. 
I Corinthians 8:5-6 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my Redeemer. Psalm 19:14 
Stand fast therefore in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free. Galatians 5:1 


Last year peace seemed to be the 
topic I wanted to pass along to my 
friends, through these verses, which 


were centered on a long strip of green 
paper, and separated by stars: 


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:14 
For it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all fulness dwell; and, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross, by 
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself. 
Colossians 2:19-20 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Romans 5:1 


And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7 


This year? I don’t know yet. But 
there is so much in our wonderful 
Bible that we can always find a bounty 
of good things to pass along with our 
Christmas greeting. Your greeting 
need not be elaborate; it can be a 
single verse. The important thing is 
that it be your personal testimony to 
those you greet at Christmas. END 


FROM THE BOOKSHELF 

(Continued from inside front cover) 
anly tenderness in the way in which He 
takes little children in His arms, and 
weeps at Lazarus’ grave, even when 
He is about to raise him. 

He exemplified in His own charac. 
ter the fundamental virtues of faith, 
hope, and charity. He had faith that 
though He died, God would raise Him 
from the dead. He had hope that out 
of the derelicts of humanity, broken 
by sin and despair—such as the har. 
lot in Simon’s house, the Magdalene 
with her seven devils, the publicans 
and the prodigals of His parables, He 
could make Certain virtues, 
such as forgiveness of injury, humil- 
ity, and an all-embracing lovingkind- 
that extends to friend and foe 
alike, we might almost say that He 
brought new into the world. He is the 
perfect pattern. 


saints. 


ness 


He is the perfect pattern, too, of 
such simple human virtues as industry 
without fret. Especially in the second 
Gospel, we see Him in a whirl of 
work, but always gracious, ready to 


help or heal. 


Then what of the miracles? If they 
stood by themselves apart from the re- 
markable Character we have been con- 
sidering, if they were recorded of some 
mere ordinary individual in history, 
the modern type of mind would reject 
them as legendary. But if the other 
evidence goes to show that He was 
more than a man, that life was Deity 
as well as humanity, it is all but cer- 
tain that His power must have flashed 
out occasionally — if God came to 


earth, something unusual must have 


happened. 


This excerpt from the chapter “Why Be- 
lieve?” in A. Rendle Short’s book, “Why 
Believe?” is an IvcF publication and subject 
to the special discount of 25 per cent on 
ivcF publications to U. S. His subscribers 
only. Those who wish to take advantage of 
this offer should include their His code num- 
ber (shown under the subscriber address on 
magazine wrapper or back cover) when or 
dering. Orders are to be sent to 1vcF, 64 
West Randolph, Chicago 1. 
scribers should write to 1vcr, 30 St. Mary, 
Toronto 5, for Canadian rates. 
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GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 
(Continued from page 16) 

God and a life following after its pre- 
cepts and commandments. They real- 
ized that a Bible-believing Christian 
was not merely one who confessed the 
Bible to be God’s Book but also one 
who lived in the light of that Book 
every day, who ordered his life, his 
thinking and doing according to the 
teaching of Scripture. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hans Biirki were with us at Ballaigues, 
as well as members of the staff of the 
British Inter-Varsity Fellowship and 
Mile. Raymonde Brunel, General Sec- 
retary of the Groupes des Bibliques 
Universitaires de France (French 
IVCF). 

Prayer is asked for Mr. Hans Birki 
who commences work with the IFES 
in November. He expects to visit Bel- 
gium, France, Italy and Germany in 
the coming months. Prayer is ur- 
gently asked for Mr. Ernst Schrupp of 
the German Student Mission. He was 
not able to be at Ballaigues and his 
illness has since been diagnosed as 
acute tuberculosis, so that he will be 
laid aside for at least six or eight 
months. Pray also for students who 
attended the various Inter- Varsity 
summer camps, that God will lead 
them in their determination to have a 
Bible-centered student witness in their 
universities. END 





FAITH IS FOR THE IGNORANT 
(Continued from page 10) 

Such is my answer to the professor. 
Now, how to make use of it? If you 
are a Christian, you can recognize the 
inevitability of faith and stop apolo- 
gizing to those who are too confused 
to know that their unbelief is alsoa 
faith. Second, you can remind your- 
self that the Christian faith is respect- 
able and well-based; it need not be 
apologized for. Third, when you are 
tempted to tremble before the sneer of 
the blissfully and arrogantly confused 
agnostic, you can remember that doubt 
has its tremblings too. Browning puts 
it well in his “Bishop Blougram’s 
Apology,” where the bishop—in the 
course of a discussion—says to the un- 
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believer, “Let’s pretend that we are 
both unbelievers. Can we continue 


Calm and complete, determinately fixed 
Today, tomorrow, and for ever, pray? 
You'll guarantee me that? Not so, I think. 
In no wise! All we've gained is that belief, 
As unbelief before, shakes us by fits, 
Confounds us like its predecessor. 
Where’s the gain? ... 
The grand Perhaps! we look on helplessly. 
There the old misgivings, crooked questions 
are— 
No: for concede me but the merest chance 
Doubt may be wrong—there’s judgment, 
life to come!” 


Yes, the faith called unbelief has 
its moments of doubt just like any 
other faith; that is one of the infirmi- 
ties of all faiths. 

Remember, too, that it is not a mat- 
ter of having faith but of what faith 
to have. Faiths vary in quality in at 
least three ways — object, content, 
basis. The object of faith presented 
by Christianity—an omnipresent, om- 
nipotent, omniscient, holy, loving God 
—is as worthy an object of faith as 
any. The content of Christian faith— 
man moral and responsible but sepa- 
rated from a Holy God, yet that God 
sending His own Son to reconcile man 
to Himself—is a finer content than 
any other faith can present. 

And that third point, the basis of 
faith, the evidence for the hypothesis 
—here is another matter that pro- 
fessed agnostics do not understand. 
They appear to believe that, because 
faith involves ignorance, it is all ig- 
norance and credulity without ration- 
ality of any sort. Such a notion is far 
from the truth. Unless any belief is 
sheer fantasy, there is some basis of 
evidence for it. The prospective air- 
plane passenger has evidence for his 
expectation of arriving safely at his 
destination. We take a_physician’s 
medicine, not because we know posi- 
tively its effects by actual experience, 
but because we have evidence causing 
us to believe that he is a skillful and 
trustworthy diagnostician and pre- 
scriber. Faiths are hypotheses, the 
product of evidence and _ reasoning. 
Some faiths have excellent evidence 
for them; others have less excellent 
evidence. I cannot, of course, go into 


the mass of evidence for the Christian 
faith, the grounds for accepting it as 
being a revelation from God of the 
truth about Himself and us and His 
will concerning us; but you may ex- 
amine it for yourself in many a book 
and article. This magazine has often 
given lists of such materials, and has 
itself printed articles showing the rea- 
sonableness of the Christian faith. 

And you, non-Christian who may 
have read thus far, what about you? 
1 cannot know what particular faith 
you are now operating by, whether 
materialism, atheism, pragmatism, ag- 
nosticism, or just plain never-thought- 
much-about-it. But don’t fool your- 
self as the professor did. You do not 
and cannot know enough to settle these 
great questions of life and death and 
eternity. You cannot escape faith. 
You at this moment have a faith, 
whether you know or admit it or not. 
You have a faith, whether you have 
thought it out or not. You have a 
faith, whether it has worthy object or 
content or not. You have a faith, 
whether it has a good basis or not. 
You have a faith. ~ 

Will you test your faith? Will you 
go over its evidence and reasoning as 
a scientist would examine any other 
hypothesis? Will you put it along- 
side this other faith—Christianity— 
and honestly consider which is the 
better? Has your faith a more worthy 
object? A finer content? And do you 
know the evidence that Christianity 
can give for itself? Can your faith 
give better? No other faith has a ful- 
ler body of evidence and reasoning; 
no other faith has faced so much at- 
tack and examination over the cen- 
turies. 

Remember it is not a question of 
whether you will have a faith. You 
cannot escape faith. Is it, then, intel- 
ligent to adopt a faith thoughtlessly, 
because of family or friends or fash- 
ion? Why not try whether Christian- 
ity is not the best of them all? Go to 
the leaders or sponsor of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship on your 
campus and ask questions. Do it to- 
day. END 












Will these volunteers go 


to the field with that one 
indispensable quality that 


makes a real missionary? 


a SAY that you are a volunteer, and 
you are asking me, a missionary, for 
suggestions for training. That is too 
big an order to cover all at once, but 
here are a few thoughts on the sub- 
ject. 


Your formal schooling, of course. 
is tremendously important. Keep in 
mind that if the missionary’s job is the 
createst on earth (and it is), it re- 
quires the best preparation on earth. 
It seems to me that the Apostle Paul 
had the right combination of “much 
learning” and “holy madness.” I ques- 
tion whether one never gets the sus- 
tained, balanced, sane “holy madness” 
of the Apostle without his ballast of 
“much learning.” And [ don’t think 
you'll easily find one outstanding mis- 
sionary giant of history who was not 
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both a hard-working scholar and a 
hard-working saint. 
But I'd 


swer on what | consider absolutely the 


rather concentrate my an- 
most important phase of your entire 
training—even though it’s a part you 
really can’t get much help from any- 
one on. 

needs in ithe 
It is the 
key to success, the foundation for spir- 


the 
Christian today is maturity. 


One of greatest 


itual growth, a chief requisite for 


meeting the tests and challenges of 
life. 
missionary. 

By maturity, | mean that quality of 
tried discipleship which shows up in 
a settled attitude of obedience and 
trust in the Lord and in a positive ac- 
ceptance of life with its laws and re- 
sponsibilities. Because the mature dis- 
ciple knows that the Lord is ruler over 
all and that his life is in His hands, 
he can co-operate in an organization, 
and work under authority. He is pli- 
able yet constant and can alter his 
own desires according to time, persons 


It is the basis of morale in the 


It’s time 


and circumstances. He has learned to 
see a job through, to wait patiently, 
to live and let live.* 

It is this lack of maturity that is 
chiefly responsible for the young mis: | 
sionaries who return defeated and dis 
illusioned from the mission field. And 
behind much of the frustration which 
plagues us on the field are these same 
traits against which we must carry on 
unceasing, exhausting fight. 

Almost 
jected for military service by the 
United States government in the last 
war because of psychiatric disorders; 
over half a million were discharged | 
for similar reasons; and another half 
a million attempted to evade the draft. 
The reason for most of this, accord: 
ing to Dr. Edward S. Strecker, out 
standing psychiatrist and consultant to 
the Surgeons General of the Army and : 
Navy, could be given in one word: | 


two million men were re 


*For this thought I am indebted to Dr. 
Edward S. Strecker’s article, “What's Wrong 
With American Mothers?” Saturday Eve 
ning Post, October 26, 1946. 
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ou grew Up 


BY R. KENNETH STRACHAN 


immaturity. Statistics from the mis- 
sionary front, if available, would 
doubtless tell a similar tale. 

Under fire or pressure, the imma- 
ture individual cracks up; he can’t 
take it, and consciously seeks to run 
away. Where no special emergency or 
pressure is brought to bear upon him, 
he manifests his immaturity by a gen- 
eral lack of self-discipline in life—in 
work, personal habits, social relation- 
ships, spiritual culture, witnessing, etc. 

You say, but isn’t maturity a matter 
of growth and won’t that come in due 
time—as a result of experience on the 
field? Yes, to some extent it is a mat- 
ter of growth, and the wonder of it 
is “God that giveth the increase.” But 
there is a foundation that has to be 
laid long before one ever gets to the 
mission field, and it’s because so many 
of us did not lay down this foundation 
Properly that we have such a hard 
fight now—and some of us have given 
up. It frightens one to see so many 
child adults today in full-time Chris- 
tian work. (Child adults beget child 
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adults—spiritually as well as_physi- 
cally.) That is why I cannot think of 
anything more important in your 
preparation than this laying down of 
foundations for maturity. 

You ask how one can go about this? 
What courses should you take? Or to 
whom should you go for counsel and 
help? That’s just the trouble! Today 
our whole educational set-up is one 
that breeds immaturity because it 
babies and nurses the individual along, 
spoon-feeding him a smattering of 
knowledge, sheltering him from facing 
alone, as he ought, the major decisions 
of his life, and rationalizing failure 
for him by putting the blame for 
everything upon his childhood envir- 
onment and upbringing. You can’t ex- 
pect to get maturity as a premium for 
attending a two-hour semester course, 
and personnel counselors, while poss- 
ibly helpful, can’t give it to you either. 
It’s up to you alone! 

The first foundation stone for you 
today is an act of self-determination 
(if you haven’t come to it before) to 


really yield your life to the Lord and 
to take His cross into your bosom and 
His yoke upon your shoulders. Hav- 
ing thus seriously committed your life 
and recognizing that you can make it 
good only through the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in you for that purpose, your 
next step is to provide for a daily rati- 
fication of this major decision. And 
right here the cross and the yoke cease 
to be merely heroic symbols and be- 
come hard but healthy realities that 
start you on the road to adulthood. 


But how do you go about this daily 
ratification? Just as an undisciplined 
life is a hallmark of immaturity, so a 
life of self-discipline (enabled thereto 
by the Holy Spirit) is the only road to 
maturity. And because you belong 
wholly to Christ and He has called 
you to serve Him, you know that it is 
your solemn responsibility to prepare 
yourself for that service, whatever it 
may be. 

Therefore, as you analyze yourself 
and consider the various phases of 
your life and work, you will soon see 
where discipline needs to be applied. 
You will recognize that both your cur- 
ricular and extra-curricular activities 
(carefully chosen) are God’s means 
for your training, and you will impose 
upon yourself al] the necessary disci- 
pline for giving the most to those ac- 
tivities and thus getting the most out 
of them. It isn’t necessary for me to 
go into detail—but you should, as you 
thrash this thing out for yourself. 

But let me suggest that you give 
priority to three points—because you 
will find these things of greatest need 
on the field and because you will prob- 
ably have your principal battles over 
them. 

The first has to do with prayer. Do 
you know how to pray? I mean, have 
you had definite dealings with the 
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Lord? Do you know what it is to wait 
upon Him in prayer to claim specific 
things and exact guidance, to wrestle 
with God, to pray through until the 
request is granted and the blessing re- 
ceived? It is indispensable that you 
learn. 

It is hard for us, accustomed as we 
are to walk by sight, to realize that the 
chief weapon in our missionary walk 
and warfare is prayer, and that prayer 
is a hard discipline which—if not be- 
gun early in the Christian life—will 
rarely be mastered later on. But after 
you get out to the field and come to 
realize the invisible nature of our war- 
fare and the stubborn strength of Sa- 
tan’s strongholds and your own weak- 
ness and need, you will see the place 
of prayer and will long for the ability 
to lay hold of the Lord. And you'll 
discover that prayer is not learned in 
one easy lesson-—not even in the hour 
of need; it is the product of long prac- 
tice and discipline. 

So lift your heart right now to God 
and ask Him to teach you to pray, 
and set yourself right away to begin 
that discipline of prayer. 

The second point concerns self- 
denial. You ask me if it isn’t a bit 
out of date to talk of self-denial? 
Doesn’t it verge on medieval asceti- 
cism? Do you want me to wear a hair 
shirt? Time enough for that when one 
gets to the mission field. 

Of course there’s no special virtue 
in self-denial for its own sake; as a 
matter of fact, it can lead to spiritual 
pride and pharisaism. But can you 
suggest some better way of disciple- 






Some missionaries who were going to a 


dangerous field were told that. if they went, 
they must be ready to die at any time. They 
answered, “We died before we started.” 


—SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ship than that which our Lord took 
and commanded? And can you sug- 
gest any better way of learning to 
deny self than by putting it to practice 
in the little things now? And don’t you 
know that it is just as easy, perhaps 
easier, to indulge yourself on the mis- 
sion field than it is at home? There- 
fore how are you going to develop that 
self-control and that ability to endure 
hardness as a good soldier unless you 
begin now? 

Well, then, if it is necessary how do 
you go about it, you ask? Here again 
this is something for you to determine 
for yourself. But it shouldn’t be hard, 
if you'll let the Lord point it out. 
You'll have no trouble determining in 
what ways to practice self-denial if 
you really mean business. And if it 
will help you, read about Daniel and 
his companions thrust in the corrupt- 
ing environment of a self-indulgent 
court life and how they purposed to 
reject that softening diet and live on 
a plain fare that would honor God. 
And consider that you and your fellow 
Christian students are being offered 
the same tempting but weakening fare 
on the campuses of an overfed and 
indulgent society. Resolve then on a 
life of plain living and high thinking. 
and God will honor you with physical 
and intellectual and spiritual health 
above your fellow-men. 


Let me warn you, however, against 
becoming a queer duck. You don’t 
have to wear a hair shirt for all the 
world to see. You don’t want to be- 
come a fanatic. But by the same token 
you don’t have to drift along with the 
soft and self-indulgent crowd. 


Finally there is witnessing. While 
seeking every opportunity for expe- 
rience in the work to which the Lord 
is apparently calling, remember that 
the fundamental activity and chief end 
of all Christian service is to win souls 
to Christ and to establish and edify 
the Church which is His Body. There- 
fore you will impose upon yourself 
the discipline of habitual witnessing 
and you will seek opportunities to 
learn and practice the art of personal 





evangelism, house-to-house  evangel 
ism, street evangelism, rescue mission 
work, and other work of this sort. 












































But you say that this is what yoy 
find most difficult and that you are no, 
really gifted for this type of work. 
Isn’t it all too true! The fact is tha 
practically all of us feel just the same 
way. But this work is basic to the mis 
sionary enterprise, and the weakness 
of the Church both at home and abroad 
is precisely this, that too many of u 
are concentrating on secondary, be 
hind-the-lines activities in order to e 
cape the discipline of in-season and 
out-of-season witnessing. 





But you say that you don’t know 
how? Well, it’s up to you to leam, 
And how do you go about learning 
anything? How did you learn to 
walk? How did you learn to swim? 
How would you learn to play golf? 
And don’t you see it’s in the exercise 
of self-discipline right here—forcing 
yourself into the very activity which 
is normally so difficult—that you lay 
the foundation for your future work 
and become an adult? 














One final word of advice. If you're 
like some of us, you may fall down on 
this job of self-discipline at times. 
With each failure will come the tempt 
ation to give up the whole busines 
and follow, as everyone else seems to 
be doing, the course of least resistance. 
But remember there is no other way. | 
no short cut, no substitute road to | 
maturity. “/f any man will come after | 
me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.” So 
failure comes there’s only one } 
thing to do. Set your face to it and | 
come right back, and keep coming 
back, to this life of discipline. For it | 
is only as we learn to take the cross 
and bear the yoke that we will lay the 
foundation of maturity for any suc 
cessful and satisfying life-work. END | 


when 





RECOMMENDED READING: 

Dr. & Mrs. Howard C. Taylor: 
Taylor in Early Years. 

Andrew Murray: The School of Obedience | 
(for devotional reading). 
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We say we have faith, but do we 


honestly live by it? 


BY THOMAS E£. FOUNTAIN 


os BUSINESS of faith gives all of us 
Christians trouble. Not, of course, the 
faith which brought us to Christ, but 
this matter of believing God in our 
present Christian experience. 

One would think that faith would be 
much more of a problem for the un- 
believing world than for a Christian, 
but there is a sense in which that is 
not so. The world does not believe. 
and does not care about believing. So 
for the world faith is hardly a rele- 
vant problem. But for those who are 
intensely serious about living for 
Christ and doing the will of God, it 
seems to be a big problem. 

Jesus told the unbelieving multitude 
how important it is to believe: “This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). 

It is reasonable to assume that God 
will not require any impossible thing 
of His children. But it also stands to 
reason that if, as He said, “This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him,” 
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this work will employ our noblest ef- 
forts and tax the keenest spiritual 
powers. 

Basically, the problem of faith in 
God is the same for both unbelievers 
and Christians. An “evil heart of un- 
belief” is a very present reality with 
most of us. By it Christians are robbed 
of many present benefits of their sal- 
vation: by it the unbeliever is de- 
prived of the gift of eternal life which 
God holds out to him in Christ. 

Many an unbeliever believes in the 
existence of God and the fact that 
Jesus lived on the earth. He has been 
compelled to such belief by a variety 
of facts, without being able to convert 
his intellectual assent into useful 
faith. Others secretly long for faith in 
God without being able to find an ade- 
quate intellectual basis for such faith. 
For either class of unbeliever there is 
an acceptable path to faith in Christ. 

Every man has certain convictions— 
convictions which he holds because of 






personal experience. And it is  sur- 
prising how many of these coincide 
with the experiences of those who 
wrote the Bible. Indeed. it is rarely 
that one finds a man foolish enough to 
admit nothing in the Bible worthy of 
confidence. Let him try denying, for 
example, that “it is appointed unto 


men once to die”! 


The thoughtful student will find 
that the Bible presents an abundance 
of truth more recently propounded by 
archaeology, the most satisfying con- 
clusions of philosophy, the enduring 
principles of psychology and sociol- 
ogy, the alarming revelations of sci- 
ence, the doctrine of “biogenesis” in 
biology, and other sciences which 
touch some of the same subjects as the 
Bible. 

To find the Bible agreeing with facts 
which one believes—on a basis of ob- 
jective evidence—to be true, is no 
proof of its entire trustworthiness. 
Yet this is exactly the kind of evidence 
that satisfies men in other departments 
of life. 

For example, the New Jersey De- 
partment of Highways has an interest- 
ing method of being convinced of 
what cannot be absolutely proved. The 
law requires private contractors to lay 
the concrete for its highways at least 
six inches deep. Obviously, there is no 
way of proving absolutely that the 
contractor has absolutely complied 
with the law, once the concrete is set. 
But the inspectors satisfy themselves 
on this point by drilling holes at ran- 
dom in the concrete and measuring its 
thickness. Every measurement must 
meet minimum requirements or the 
contractor does not get paid for his 








work. Although such random tests do 
not guarantee the entire road, neverthe- 
less they satisfy the inspectors. They 
find no difficulty in believing what they 
cannot prove! 

This principle may be applied to 
faith in God's Word. If. when we test 
its truth at any point, we find it trust- 
worthy. we may have confidence that 
SD 
THE GOLDEN NAME 

(Continued from page 1) 
adore and admire. 

Let us notice at the very first glance 
His miraculous conception. \t was a 
thing unheard of before, and unparal- 
leled since, that a virgin should con- 
ceive. and bear a Son. The first prom- 
ise mentioned “The seed of the wom- 
an,” not the offspring of the man. 
Since venturous woman led the way in 
the sin which brought forth Paradise 
lost. she and, she alone, ushers in the 
Regainer of Paradise. Our Saviour. 
although truly man, was as to His 
human nature the Holy One of God. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, He 
was born of the virgin without the 
taint of original sin which appertains 
to all those who are born of the flesh. 
Let us reverently bow before the Holy 
Child whose innocence restores to 
manhood its ancient glory; and let us 
pray that He may be formed in us, the 
hope of glory. 

Fail not to note His humble parent- 
age. His mother was a “virgin,” not 
a princess. or prophetess, nor a ma- 
tron of large estate. True, her lineage 
was not to be despised, for the blood 
of kings ran in her veins; nor was her 
mind a weak and untaught one, for 
she could sing most sweetly a song of 
praise; but yet how humble her posi- 
tion! The golden name /mmanuel is 
inexpressibly delightful. Christ is with 
us in our nature, in our sorrow, in our 
life-work, in our punishment, in our 
grave, and now with us, or rather we 
with Him, in resurrection, ascension, 
triumph, and Second Advent splendor. 

END 
(From “Morning and Evening Daily Read- 
ings” by Charles H. Spurgeon. Marshall. 


Morgan & Scott. Ltd. (London & Edin- 
burgh), publishers.) 
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the whole is true. God could not afford 
to call the Bible His own Word if it 
were not absolutely certain in every 
point. 

One test God’s Word in the 


realm of the strictly spiritual as well. 


can 


No one denies the presence of sin in 
his heart. Some prefer to call it error. 
but the Bible calis it that too. Others 
would take away the disgrace of the 
name. and call it “the human ele- 
ment.” But whatever you call it, God 
puts his finger on it as the cause of 
man’s The 
doubter must at least concede the ex- 


eternal condemnation. 
istence of sin in the world and in his 
own heart. 

The honest doubter may apply this 
principle to his eternal welfare. When 
he discovers that the Bible is trust- 
worthy wherever capable of being ex- 
amined, he may properly conclude that 
the whole Bible is to be regarded as 
the inerrant message of God to every- 
one who reads. 

Now how does this apply to us 
Christians? We probably long ago 
subscribed to the doctrine of the com- 
plete inspiration of the Scriptures. 
Yet does anyone believe God’s Word 
completely? Do we act on its prom- 
ises in every situation? How misera- 
bly we fall short in this principal 
duty! For it is our work to believe 
God. “This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him.” 

Many of us have believed in the 
comforting message of the forgiveness 
of sins through Jesus Christ. At the 
same time some of us are utterly en- 
slaved by our sins and vices. We are 
true sons of God, but we simply do 
not believe the whole message of God’s 
Word, in spite of our conscientious 
profession of faith. 

God’s Word promises freedom from 
sin, liberty from the bondage of the 
law, fullness of joy and peace, power 
to triumph over the Tempter, life in 
the greatest imaginable abundance. 
Christians who do not rejoice in the 
experience of these blessings simply 
do not believe God’s Word on these 
points. 

But the question arises: “What pre- 


vents me from receiving those bene. 
fits? | believe in Christ and the Bj. 
ble. I pray for help in all these things, 
but God does not answer.” 

But God has already anticipated our 
needs and answered. He has already 
supplied every conceivable need in 
Christ through the gospel. “His divine 
power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him.” ([] 
Peter 1:3). In Him we are complete 
(Colossians 2:10). Our business now 
is only to accept what He has given us, 
to believe what He has written for us, 

To arrive at the faith necessary to 
enjoy these blessings we must first set: 
tle it in our hearts that God’s Word is 
true. It will not become true because 
we believe it. but it is already true, en- 
tirely apart from our faith. 

A next step is to apply that first 
general truth to every single statement 
with which we may be concerned at 
the moment. Ask yourself: “Is it true? 
Is it the Word of God?” And then, 
“Do I believe it?” 

Do not confuse your experience 
with the statements of God’s Word. If 
there is some blessing you need, which 
God declares He has already given us, 
remember that the blessing is found in 
Christ, and Christ dwells in your heart 
through faith. Know that God “has 
blessed us with every spiritual bless- 
ing in the heavenly places in Christ” 
(Ephesians 1:3, ARV). But the ex. 
perience of those blessings will begin 
only when you begin to believe Christ. 
This is main in the 
life: to Him 
whom He hath sent. 


our business 


Christian believe on 

All the precious promises of God 
have the same immovable rock foun- 
dation: the truth of God which cannot 
fail; the person of Christ in whom we 
have been infinitely blessed; and the 
ordained means to the enjoyment of 
those promises, prayer with faith. 
Sound the depth of every word of God 
until you have found again the eternal 


foundation. Build your faith right 


there. 
“This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him.” END 
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e The Victoria College branch of 
the University of Toronto Fellowship 
chapter planned its new year’s intro- 
ductions carefully and well. On Tues- 
day evening, September 27, a supper 
meeting was held at Walmar Road 
Baptist Church for all the old mem- 
bers of the group returning for the 
new year’s activities. This gathering 
gave plenty of opportunity for who- 
did - what - last - summer 
The next evening the Freshman Re- 
ception was held as a semi-formal 
affair at lovely Wymilwood—the girls’ 
residence. It had been impressed 
upon all the regular members that this 
reception was not for them but for the 
Frosh. As a result the new students 
really felt themselves the center of 
attention that evening. 


The thread that tied together these 
first days of school at Victoria College 
was the introduction of the Bible study 
program by IVCF staff member, Jane 
Hollingsworth, who helped it get 
started. At the supper meeting on 
Tuesday she really sold the Bible 
study program to the members. All 
day Wednesday she had interviews 
with the different Bible study leaders, 
not only in Victoria College but also 
in the other branches of the Univer- 
sity of Toronto. Then at the Fresh- 
man Reception where she was guest 
speaker, she intrigued her audience 
with her deep-South accent. 


conversation. 


e@ At the Colorado School of Mines 
(Golden, Colorado) IVCF, the Christian 
students are working out a plan to in- 
frease attendance at their Bible studies, 
which they feel is more successful than 
just to invite their friends and hope they 
will come. They have been giving out the 
word in various ways that anyone inter- 
ested in studying the Bible should get in 
touch with Mr. Chu or with Steve Hoffman. 
Then these men see to it that some Chris- 
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tian student meets with them regularly for 
Bible study. They believe the Lord is bless- 
ing their psychologically sound plan of 
“You don’t need to come to us. We'll 
come to you.” 

e Just before the opening of 
school, about fourteen of the officers 
and members of the /owa State Col- 
lege IVCF met together at the River- 
side Bible Camp near Story City for 
a retreat. They felt the need for an 
unhurried time not only of discussion 
of the coming year’s program but also 
of prayer for their individual and 
chapter needs, by way of preparation. 
Their theme for the three-day period 
was “Draw Nigh to God.” Paula 
Cliffe, lowa staff member, spoke the 
first evening, after which the group 
divided into prayer groups, seeking 
especially that their own personal 
lives might be clean channels through 
which God’s blessing might flow. 

The other two days were spent in 
purposeful Bible Study, discussions on 
Quiet Time and problems in witness- 
ing, and much specific prayer for cam- 
pus needs. 


One of the direct results of the Re- 
treat was the organization of PEGs 
(Personal Evangelism Groups), where 
very small groups of students—from 
two to four—meet together for prayer 
and the consideration of their personal 
spiritual problems. This was described 
by Margaret Fish in the February, 
1949, HIS, in her article, “Jesus’ 
Assignment for Today.” The PEGs at 
lowa State are for the specific pur- 
pose of following up newcomers. 

e To advertise their activities of the 
IVCF at the University of Oregon for the 
coming year, the chapter designed and 
distributed attractive ink blotters to stu- 
dents during registraion week. The blot- 


ters had a twelve-month calendar from 
July 1949 to June 1950, a schedule of all 


the weekly activities, and on the bottom 
was the verse, ‘The Fear of the Lord is 
the Beginning of Knowledge.” 


e The chapter at Colorado A & M 
had small blank memo booklets 
printed with information about IVCF 
on the The booklet was a 
handy pocket size, and most of them 
are being used and carried around 
constantly by the students who re- 
ceived them. 


covers. 


e Although school has been in opera- 
tion not quite a month at the time of this 
writing, there are already stories of con- 
versions of students through the witness 
of IVCF chapters. Three have recently 
confessed Christ as Saviour through the 
Christian Nurses Fellowship chapter at the 
Evanston Hospital (Illinois); another one 
at one of the Milwaukee hospitals. lowa 
State College, University of Texas, and the 
University of Wisconsin have each had one 
student so far take Christ as Saviour. Let 
us thank the Lord that a number have al- 
ready begun a new life in Christ this fall, 
and let us pray that they may grow stur- 
dily right from the start in Him. 

e Keith Johnson, who became a 
Christian through an IVCF chapter 
some years ago, is now in Japan. Re- 
cently he sent an interesting letter to 
the Chicago office describing his activ- 
ities. He writes: 

“IT have had many fine opportun- 
ities to lead meetings in churches, or- 
phanages, reform schools and social 
settlements. The Christians here have 
found that settlements and hospitals 
are effective evangelistic centers. I 
hold a song service and prayer meet- 
ing and teach an English class once a 
week in a hospital in the Osaka slums. 

“Last week the hymnals arrived and 
we spent nearly an hour and a half in 
singing hymns—first one in English 
and then one in Japanese. (I’ve 
learned to read the Kana-phonetic sym- 
bols, in which the Japanese hymnal is 
written. ) 

“The belief of these Christians in 
the saving grace is indeed a challenge 
to us to try to have such strong faith 
ourselves. . . . Although I can do little 
direct evangelism yet (due to the lan- 
cuage barrier), I hope to awaken my 
Christian students to the necessity of 
preaching the gospel to the poor as 
well as to the rich.” END 











Alone on your Campus? 


Have you felt that it takes more than one 


to start a witness anywhere for God? 


Then read this. 


BY E. MARGARET CLARKSON 


In Canada, the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship of university students 
has a high school branch known as 
the Inter-School Christian Fellowship. 
The account given here by Miss Clark- 
son tells of the beginning of one ISCF 
chapter and at the same time contains 
hints of how God can work on your 
campus, too, even though you seem to 


be all alone. 


ee 

Hw 1 WisH we had a Fellowship 
Group!” my friend moaned. “When 
I come to a conference like this and 
hear about the wonderful things that 
go on at other colleges, I feel I’m mis- 
sing so much. But there aren’t any 
other Christians at my school. I guess 
I’m the only one that would be inter- 
ested in having a Fellowship group.” 

“Then you're the one to start it, 
aren't you?” I queried. 

“Start one! But I don’t know any 
other Christians! How could I start 
a group all alone?” 

Memory flew back seventeen years, 
and I remembered when I had felt that 
same way. When | attended one of 
the first Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship conferences ever held in Can- 
ada, I was just entering Grade 13 at 
high school. Since my conversion at 


the age of 10, I had found all my 


Christian fellowship and activity in 
church and home circles. It had never 
occurred to me that | might seek fel- 
lowship in Christian things with my 
schoolmates. But when I heard other 
students tell of the wonderful things 
God was doing in their schools, I 
wanted a Christian Fellowship in my 
high school. And when someone sug- 
gested that | start one, I too had com- 
plained, “But you can’t start a Fel- 
lowship with only one.” 

And that’s where | was wrong—and 
now my friend was making the same 
mistake. And maybe you are too. I 
was not alone, as I was soon to find 
out; and chances are that you aren’t 
either. 

How well I remember my shaky 
promises to the friend who had asked 
me to the Conference that I would go 
back to my school to try to form a 
Fellowship group! I remember the 
awful dryness in my throat and the 
butterflies in my stomach the noon I 
told my five non-Christian chums what 
I proposed to do. Then I watched 
their faces, at first blank with incred- 
ulity, light up in agreement as one 
announced decidedly, “Well, I know 
one thing sure—you re not going to 
have me in your group!” 


Then, having rounded up a girl with 


whom I had as a child gone to Mission 
Band, | remember with what trem: 
blings we approached the principal to 
ask permission to form a group for 
prayer and Bible study. 

That was when I| experienced unfor- 
gettably a bit of God’s great power 
and faithfulness toward those who 
trust Him. The principal—a scoffer 
and already familiar with my personal 
stand for evangelical Christianity— 
agreed to allow us to form a Fellow. 
ship group. Not only did he assign 
to us a room in which to meet, but he 
voluntarily arranged for us to have a | 
piano. So God does exceeding abund: | 
antly above the asking or even think: | 
ing of His children! 

Now all we had to do was form the i 
group. Where to find interested stu: | 
dents? Had the principal agreed so 
readily because he thought such 4 
group would last only a few weeks— 
or wouldn’t be formed at all? 








; 
| 


the announcement; It | 


f 


I wrote out 
called for all students interested in 
forming a group for prayer and Bible | 
study and gave the room and hour. | 
My friend printed it beautifully in Old | 
English, and we posted it in the hall. 
Cathie Nicoll, then the only Inter-Var- f 
sity staff member on the North Amer: | 

(Continued on page 34, column 1) ; 
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= HAS SAID that no one escapes 
criticism except the man who never 
does anything, and even he is liable to 
be chided for laziness! True it is, and 
certainly Christians, of all people, can- 
not hope to be free for long from the 
scourge of tongues (Matthew 9:34-35; 
John 15:18-21; Luke 6:26; I Peter 
4:12). In our testimony and service, 
in our personal life, in appearance 
and manner and speech; by the un- 
saved, by fellow Christians, by the 
antagonistic, by those who wish us 
well—we are liable to it. 

We are pretty sure to get it, then. 
So it’s our reaction that will determine 
its effect. We can take it as a personal 
affront, as an injustice, as a hurtful, 
abusive thing, and it will leave us 
belligerent and embittered (Hebrews 
12:15b). Or we can take it, as God 
means that we should, as one of the 
“all things” that are working together 
for our good-—something designed or 
permitted of God Himself to further 
our spiritual progress (Romans 8:28; 
Hebrews 12:10). If our attitude is 
this, we shall soon learn to say, “This 
is painful, but it is intended to be 
profitable, so I'll not thwart the pur- 
pose of God by shrinking from it. 
Rather, let me lay hold on every value 
that should come from it.” 
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You cal 
lake it... 


BY MOZELLE HORNBURG 


Three very simple, common-sense 
rules will help us to do this: 

Hear It QuietLy. Perhaps there is 
no word we need more than this one. 
Someone tells us frankly that he be- 
lieves us wrong in some particular. 
Instantly we are on the defensive! We 
can hardly hear anything more that is 
said because we are so busy marshal- 
ing arguments in self-defense. But | 
think we miss a lot if we cannot be 
still and listen (Proverbs 9:9) ! 

Haven’t you ever wished you could 
evaluate yourself or your work from 
someone else’s viewpoint, free from 
your own bias and prejudice and self- 
esteem? Have you ever shared in Rob- 
ert Burns’ sentiment: 

“OQ wad some Power the giftie gie us 

To see oursels as ithers see us! 

It wad frae mony a blunder free us, 

An’ foolish notion...” 

Then why push away this opportu- 
nity to look through the eyes of an- 
other? Granted that the vision of our 
critic may be somewhat impaired. He 
may not know all the facts in the case. 
He may not take certain obstacles or 
handicaps into account; he may mis- 
understand motives and purposes. But 
might it not be possible that he is tak- 
ing into account something that we 


have missed? Surely we would do 


well to let the words of James 1:19 
govern our first reaction when we are 
taken to task: “swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath.” 

Weicu Criticism CareFULLY. After 
all, it is the criticism, and not the 
critic, we are to consider. Haven’t you 
evaded issues by saying, “Oh yes, but 
he is as guilty of this fault as | am— 
or of others that are as bad!” Even if 
we can answer our critic this way, we 
have not thereby answered the thing 
of which he has accused us. 

So let us leave the critic out of it 
and be honest about the criticism it- 
self. Has it come because we have 
actually — knowingly or not — done 
something wrong? Does it come out 
of our laxity or carelessness? Can we 
be absolutely sure, after considering 
it in the light of God’s Word and 
praying about it, that we need make 
no correction or adjustment? We must 
take care how we answer these ques- 
tions, and excuse ourselves of nothing 
we ought to take to heart (I Peter 
2:20a). Even if we find nothing 
against ourselves, let us stay humbly 
under the hand of God (I Peter 5:6). 
realizing we have not thereby attained 
(Philippians 3:12). For if God, who 
sees all things as they are, should up- 


(Continued on page 34, column 2) 











ALONE ON YOUR CAMPUS? 

(Continued from page 32) 
ican continent, had agreed to meet 
with us. With what hopes and fears 
we heard the closing bell that after- 
noon! Would anyone be present be- 
sides us? 

More than thirty students turned 
out that afternoon to form the nucleus 
of a group that has not yet died out 
through the seventeen years since. 

Some were Christians, some were 
not. All wanted fellowship in Chris- 
tian things; yet all had felt that no 
one else was interested. Each one was 
overwhelmed with surprise and grati- 
tude to find that she was not alone. 

Six students found the Saviour that 
school year, and all of us grew in spir- 
itual strength. Friendships were 
formed that have endured to bless and 
uplift. Two of the members of that 
group have since entered full-time 
Christian work; others are engaged in 
many forms of part-time service. Sev- 
eral have stood behind various parts 
of the growing Canadian and Amer- 
ican Inter- Varsity work, becoming 
workers in the nurses’ and teachers’ 
groups, sponsoring college and high 
school groups, etc. Many of these stu- 
dents, quiet, individual Christians. 
would have continued to grow in spir- 
itual things alone; but all of us know 
that our fellowship together was the 
greatest single spur to our Christian 
growth and witness. Together we were 
able to accomplish infinitely more for 
the Lord Jesus than any of us could 
have alone. 

Four times, as I went on to normal 
school and then to take summer 
courses, | saw the miracle repeated. 
In each case I knew of no other Chris- 
tians—I thought I stood alone, until 
someone falteringly raised the stand- 
ard of Christ. Then we found to our 
joy and amazement that we were not 
alone; God seems to have His children 
everywhere, waiting for someone to 
call them to His colors. 

You are not alone in your stand for 
Christ and your desire to establish a 
witness for Him. Take the step of 
faith, raise high, however fearfully, 
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His banner, and you will prove how 
great is His unfailing faithfulness! 
END 





HOW TO TAKE CRITICISM 

(Continued from page 33) 
braid rather than forbear (through the 
grace that is ours in Christ), could 
He not find far more grievous faults 
with us than any of our critics have 
ever found (Psalm 19:12) ? 


While being honest and humble, we 
are also to be optimistic (Hebrews 
12:5). Under no circumstances are 
we to be cast down and disheartened. 
Though He uses someone else’s fore- 
finger to point them out, it is God 
Himself who shows us our errors — 
and that, because they are, by His 
enablement, remediable. Satan will 
contend with us at this point if we let 
him. He will use every accusation to 
discourage us if he can. But while we 
dare not take criticism lightly, since 


we hear the voice of God in every just- 


rebuke, neither, for the same reason, 
may we give up because of it (He- 
brews 12:6,12-13). 

Having determined the extent to 
which each criticism is justified, we 
are prepared to ACT UPON IT in one of 
two ways: by correction or by com- 
mittal. 

Obviously, if we have been at fault, 
we are under obligation to confess and 
correct the fault and seek to make 
amends for any harm that has come 
to others through it (Matthew 5:23-24; 
Proverbs 28:13-14; James 5:l6a). 
This is admittedly more easily said 
than done. Yet God will enable us, 
and in the very act of obedience to 
His will, we shall find a joy and peace 
not to be gained any other way. And 
we shall even find it in our hearts to 
praise Him for the faithfulness that 
prompts this chastening “for our 
profit” (Hebrews 12:10) and for the 
divine solicitude that removes every 
hindrance to fruitfulness. 

But what about criticism that is 
causeless and unfair? Certainly we 
are not to seek to vindicate ourselves; 
we are not to retaliate. The whole of 


Scripture is against a fretful or venge. 
ful spirit (e.g., Psalm 37:1,7-8; Ro. 
mans 12:17-19). The examples left by 
the heroes of the Bible are against it 
(Genesis 50:15-21; I Samuel 24. 
25 :32-33; 26). The example of Chrig 
Himself is against it (Hebrews 12:3), 

Rather we are bidden to commit our. 
selves and our cause to God. We are 
encouraged to leave the execution of 
justice with Him, and to go our way 
quietly and in “well-doing,” patient 
and even joyous in His grace (Psalm 
37:5-6; Matthew 5:10-12; I Peter 
2:15; 4:19). This is God’s method of 
silencing “the ignorance of foolish 
men” — to let the life itself bear wit 
ness to the falsity of the accusation. 
Coupled with such persistence in god. 
liness, the generally despised virtues 
of softness and restraint in speaking 
may win far more than our arguments 
—may win our opponent himself (II 
Timothy 2:24-25; Proverbs 15:1; | 
Peter 3:1)! 

But whether or not we are speedily 
vindicated, we have this recourse—to 
keep looking to the Lord Jesus as not 
only that One through whom we have 
our expectation of eventual deliver. 
ance, but as our present example and 
source of strength. Who has known 
more of critical eyes and prejudice, 
conniving minds always at work fram: 
ing treacherous, slanderous, murder: 
ous words against him? 
borne the contradiction of sinners with 


Who has | 

















more quietness and composure (If 


Peter 2:21-24) ? Who can better help 
in our distresses than He who “was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yel 
without sin” and who therefore bids 


a 


us boldly seek His aid, promising | 


“grace to help in time of need” (He: 
brews 4:16)? “Consider Him...” 
(Hebrews 12:3), we are exhorted; and 
as we obey, His Spirit effects a change 
in our lives 


(II Corinthians 3:18). | 


The words of the old song begin to | 


come true to us: 


“By looking to Jesus, 
Like Him thou shalt be; 
Thy friends in thy conduct 
His likeness shall see.” 
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HIS, 


Scholar 


DECEMBER, 


1949 


BY EMILE CAILLIET 


The Christian 


How can one, at the same time, be a pilgrim 
going toward heaven and a scholar in this 


modern age? 


a THE BEGINNING Gop. Let these 
four opening words of our Bible be 
acknowledged once for all as the char- 
ter of all straight thinking. (See 
“Philosophy Has Only Two Roads.” 
November HIS.) Christianity is pri- 
marily a life and doctrine based upon 
facts. The Bible is essentially a record 
of facts. All of these facts proceed 
from the fact of God—not merely of 
His existence in the metaphysical 
sense, but of His reality. 

God’s reality is admittedly beyond 
demonstration on the plane of natural 
man. In the same way, scientific truths, 
even those of geometry. are ultimately 
based on unverifiable propositions. 
This is the case with such ideas as 
those of space, time, number, equality. 
As a great geometrician put it. axioms 
and principles are felt; then reason 
proceeds to demonstrate. For instance. 
the proposition that there are no two 
squares of numbers, one of which is 
double the other. 

Not only does the heart, in the Bib- 
lical sense of the word, feel such first 
principles as the dimensions in space 
and the infinity of numbers, but it is 
also the heart, and not reason as such, 


which senses God. You may want to 
read on the subject the fragment en- 
titled The Mind of the Geometrician, 
in which Pascal shows how geometry 
becomes Christian as the mind of the 
geometrician appeals to the God-en- 
lightened intuitive mind. For at such 
heights the Christian geometrician. 
who is not an abstraction but an exist- 
ing individual. has found his very 
soul. 


With all that, the Christian scholar 
should never attempt to formulate his 
conclusions in the form of a system, 
still less in a scholastic system. For 
even though sober science does give us 
valuable insights into the higher realm 
of reality, such insights depend for 
their meaning on that higher realm, 
Neither could the 
order be reversed. God, not man, is 
the measure of all things. Besides, 
systems are never found in nature, but 
only in the mind of man. 


the supernatural. 


The reformers were in line with 
such men as Tertullian and Bernard 
de Clairvaux in their basic opposition 
to the speculative method in theology, 
and more especially to a philosophic 
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approach of Aristotelian inspiration. 
Let us make it equally clear that in 
this the reformers were also in line 
with the new science. Just as Galileo 
appealed to what he called “irredu- 
cible and stubborn facts,” as against 
Aristotle’s formal logic of causation, 
Calvin appealed to the irreducible and 
stubborn fact of God as against un- 
bridled speculation on a first principle 
of philosophical intelligibility. which. 
after all, may not be God at all. What 
a scholar like Calvin saw in this con- 
nection, is that the scriptural counter- 
part of the Aristotelian notion of caus- 
ality is the agency of the living God. 

Notice that we have not begun to 
suggest an idea of continuity or even 
of philosophical analogy. We just used 
the word “counterpart.” For another 
irreducible and stubborn fact for us 
evangelicals is the fact of sin, to which 
Gilson, the Roman Catholic author of 
The Spirit of Medieval Philosophy, 
opposes an entire chapter on “Chris- 
tian Optimism.” In contrast, look up 
the work of that wonderfully com- 
mitted Christian, the late Denzil G. M. 
Patrick. on Pascal and Kierkegaard, 
and see how his almost seven-hundred- 
page study of these two men finally 
led him to the awareness of “a reality 
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incommensurable with human thought 
and cleft by human sin.” Such 
his concern that he also devoted an 
entire chapter to the subject: “The 
Split in Reality.” Bible 
Christians had made him conscious of 


was 


Two heroic 


fact. 
Admittedly, this makes the task of the 
Christian scholar a dificult one. This 
is why Professor Roger Mehl, of the 


that irreducible and stubborn 


University of Strasbourg. in a recent 
work, gives up the task of formulating 
a neatly drawn out philosophy, and 
modestly writes on what he calls “The 
Condition of the Christian Philoso- 
pher.” It is a mark of true scholarship 
to face irreducible and stubborn prob- 
lems one by one, in theology as in 
science. 

What has actually happened in mod- 
ern times is becoming ever clearer. A 
great deal of damage has been done 
to the Aristotelian notion of causality 
in both science and theology. Let us 
briefly consider these two aspects of 
the development. 

The Aristotelian notion of causality 
has been invalidated from Galileo, 
through Hume. down to Heisenberg 
and Max Planck in our day. Thus, for 
instance, Galileo’s discovery and for- 
mulation of inertia put an end to the 
rationalizations of Aristotle on the 
eficient causation of his first movers, 
and paved the way for the Newtonian 
view of the universe. Our notion of 
causality, according to Max Planck, 
the father of the Quantum theory, 
“cannot be demonstrated any more 
than it can be logically refuted: it is 
neither correct nor incorrect; it is a 
heuristic principle; it points the way.” 
Hence the history of Aristotelian caus- 
ality is that of its progressive discard- 
ing. 

In theology, as already stated, the 
Biblical fact of God’s agency was set 
as the irreducible counterpart of that 
Aristotelian principle of causal intel- 
ligibility, just seen to have been dis- 
carded by a better informed science. 

What this means in the first place, 
is that the Reformation and the advent 
of modern science are now seen as two 
aspects of the same historical revolt 
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against medievalism, as Whitehead ha 
shown. 





And here is a second consideration 
Not only does the approach of th 
Christian scholar differ from a schol 
astic approach of Aristotelian inspin 
lion. and this on Biblical and sciey 
tific grounds, but the Christian scholy 
now finds that he can go much furthe 
with his friend the scientist than he 
had thought possible. Both have com 
to realize that our so-called laws ¢ 
nature can never be proved to be iden 
tical with the divine order. 

What the scientist actually does ist 
look for patterns of clues in any giver 
set of circumstances. He is a sort o/ 
Sherlock Holmes aiming at a trap 
scription likely to fit all availabk 
facts. His task in the presence of ne 
ture, according to a parable of Ein 
stein, is very much like that of a ma 
who had been given a closed watch he 
knew he could never open. His bus: 
ness would then amount to figuring 
out the workings of that watch. Onee 
a pattern of clues has been experimen 
tally and critically worked out to: 
point where it may be expressed with 
mathematical precision it will hence 
forth rule over a certain realm of our 
reality, until fresh information be 
brought forward. At that time, a re| 
consideration will take place. Thu} 
the Relativity theory brought us closer | 
to an accounting for known facts than | 
did the Newtonian view of the uni 
verse. Yet no scientist worth his salt 
would be so bold as to identify such | 
formulations with the actual agency of 
God. One fails to see how, in these 
circumstances, any real conflict could 





arise between a sober science and the 
Christian faith. 

The Christian scholar has therefore 
every reason to accompany his scien: 
tific friend in his research, or at least 
to follow him with his sympathy. Such 
an enlightened attitude on his part will 
indirectly pave the way for mutual re 
spect and understanding. And so the 
Christian scholar will be more likely to 
get a hearing later on, when proceed: 
ing to read the scientist’s transcription 


in the light of revelation. END | 
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vince 


I’m an intern. One thing espe- 
cially bothered me in medical 
school: why are so many insane 
people Christians? lve heard 
many patients in institutions use 
the language of Christians. I re- 
member one woman in particular 
who kept crying out, ““They need 
me. I must go out to Africa and 
tell them about Christ!” But there 
were many others. The explana- 
tion ’'ve heard most often is that 
“you can get too much religion” 
just as you can get too much sex 
or alcohol. But that doesn’t quite 
satisfy me... . 


CERTAIN NUMBER of cases can be 
explained by the proportion of Chris- 
tians to the general population. Chris- 
tians—like other people—break their 
legs and develop psychoses. 

Then too, the Christian church has 
always attracted the weak. Where else 
ina community can a man without his 
full mental capacity or a man with 
pronounced neuroses find a group that 
will provide the friendship and help 
that are his in a church? Other hu- 
man organizations (lodges, fraterni- 
ties, women’s clubs) seek the strong; 
Christianity welcomes the weak. Even 
the Apostle Paul points out that “Ged 
hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which 
are mighty” (I Corinthians 1:27). 


you asked... 
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PERSONAL PROBLEMS—WILI. BE 


But of course the mere fact that 
someone speaks of Jesus Christ, of 
salvation or of other Christian teach- 
ings while insane does not mean that 


he is necessarily a Christian. We do 


not blame the French for all who 
fancy themselves Napoleon! The aver- 
age man knows that Christ healed 


people, including those mentally sick. 
He knows that Christianity teaches 
salvation from sin (especially with all 
the gospel programs on the radio 
today). Should we be surprised that 
sick people — especially those whose 
sickness largely manifests itself in 
speak about 
Jesus Christ more than about Rous- 
seau or the Farm Bureau? 

Also, a and 
guilt is present in many of the neu- 
roses and psychoses. (Perhaps all of 
more this 
Christianity may contribute 
to this consciousness by pointing out 
the “exceeding sinfulness of sin” by 
stating that man actually is guilty be- 
fore God. But to blame Christianity 
for this is as unfair as to blame the 
physician who diagnoses an ailment 
Christianity teaches 
that sin and guilt exist and that there 
is a cure for them in Jesus Christ. But 
many who do not receive the cure, al- 
though they have heard about it, have 


fears, insecurity, guilt 


consciousness of sin 


us should be neurotic in 


respect. ) 


for causing it. 


an increasing sense of guilt. 

True enough, one ground for moral 
and emotional conflict exists in Chris- 
tianity that is not common elsewhere. 
Christian teaching utterly condemns 


ANSWERED BY QUALIFIED MEN, 


homosexuality (Romans 1:26-27,32) 
and other sexual aberrations (Ephesi- 
ans 5:3: Colossians 3:5-6). And Jesus 
Christ took no lenient view of man’s 
thoughts on sex (Matthew 5:28). In 
some, who claim the power of Christ. 
this conflict between Christian teach- 
desire 

In others it re- 
In some it 


ing and_ physical results in 
Christian character. 
sults in moral flabbiness. 
may be a factor of insanity. 

Some of the insanities are not fully 
understood, even by psychiatrists. Nor 
is there any definite statement in the 
New Testament that the demon pos- 
session of Jesus’ day ended with the 
apostolic age. It is therefore at least 
possible that, if all the factors were 
known, some types of insanity today 
would be diagnosed as “possessed of 
an unclean spirit.” Perhaps today (as 
in New Testament times) the power 
of God’s enemy, Satan, is displayed in 
some mental diseases. 

If the previous possibility is true 
that some psychoses represent actual 
demon possession, there is no way to 
tell the number of cases of insanity 
Jesus Christ has prevented or healed 
today. Even if it is not true and no 
insanity is directly attributable to de- 
mon possession, Christian faith has— 
through the assurance it gives of for- 
given sin—stayed many cases of alco- 
holic insanity and inhibited many neu- 
roses. “For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind” (II Tim- 


othy 1:7). END 








the editorial 


“Yo room in the inn 


™ SUMMER in Switzerland we had 
climbed the Rochers de Naye and were 
returning by bus from Caux to Mon- 
treux and Ballaigues. We passed that 
magnificent hotel, the European head- 
quarters of the Moral Re-Armament 
Movement. when someone rather pung- 
ently remarked, “I wonder whether 
there is room for Him in that inn?” 
that first Christmas at 
Bethlehem that no room was found for 


It was on 


Him in the inn and He was born in a 
stable. This treatment has character- 


ized His reception ever since. 


Men do not always refuse Him. Fre- 
quently they just ignore Him. When 
He is received it is not usually as the 
King of kings with joy and honor, but 
half-heartedly as an unwanted stran- 
ger to be tolerated, given some attic 
room and then forgotten by those who 
are preoccupied with themselves and 
other things. 


Today we treat Him this way in our 
activities. We call them Christian and 
Christ is formally acknowledged in a 
hymn or by prayer. But He is not 
central. He is soon lost and forgotten 
and other interests—the program, the 
special features. the special speaker. 
and then that inevitable accompani- 
ment, the food. that “follows as the 


night the day.” 


He is forgotten in our organizations. 
We commence with a desire to please 
Him, to serve Him. Then we organize 
so that we may serve Him better. But 


soon He is crowded out and pushed 
aside. We spend our energies working 
to keep the organization alive and ac- 
tive. When things go 
member to ask for His help to keep 


wrong, we re- 


what has now become our organization 
rather than His, alive and goine. When 
on earth, the Lord Jesus went into the 
temple in Jerusalem which He owned 
as “My house” but he told the Jews 
they had turned it into a den of thieves 
(Matthew 21:13). Later publicly rec- 
ognizing it for what it had become He 
referred to it no longer as my house. 
but your house (Matthew 23:38). So 
with many of our organizations which 
He can no longer own. 

Soon it will be His birthday 
Christmas. Will it truly be His day? 
Will there be room for Him. an hon- 
ored central place for Him on this. 
His day? 

There are our friends: we feel we 
will 
they speak of Him or of the pagan 
world that crucified Him? 


And parties with 
their special decorations and lights. 
fun and frolic 


must send them Christmas cards 


our Christmas 
will these parties be 
for Him or for ourselves? 

And then there are the Christmas 
eifts. We usually give to those who 
give to us. Is this giving or exchang- 
ing? He gave up everything for us. 
He gave Himself for us. He was rich; 
He became poor. He is God’s “un- 
speakable gift” to us. But we have so 

















much shopping to do. There is th 
last-minute rush. We are thinking ¢ 
what we shall give to others and ma 
receive from them. He is standing 
our door knocking, waiting for ow 
welcome and invitation to come in an 
to sup with us. We have not planne 
to give Him anything nor to invil 
Him Although 


may sing about Him and His coming 


into our homes. 
words are cheap and often mean fi 
tle. In reality we have no gift fe 
Him—no room for Him. 

And Christmas Day —His birthda 


There will be the soulish excitemer 


\ 


the decorations and Christmas dinne 
What room will be made for Him i 
our homes and hearts on His day 
time for family thanksgiving. praisé 
and worship. time to meet with othé 
Christians to honor Him, time to § 
at His table and to eat and drink i 
remembrance of Him? 

The tragedy of Christmas is not af 
unbelieving world which has rejected 
and and has turne 
His day into a materialistic pagan fe 
tival. The tragedy of Christmas is U 


crucified Christ 


Christians who name His name, bil 
who make no room for Him in thel 
lives and homes on His day—or alt 
day—-and so He still remains the oul 
cast knocking at the door. ; 
“She brought forth her firstbort 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling F 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; be f 
cause there was no room for them in} 


the inn” (Luke 2:7). my 





